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due to the officers and crews of the several ships 
which rendered assistance to the passengers, of- 
ficers, and crew of the steamer San Francisco. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the joint reso- . 
lution. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, it seems to me 1 
that that resolution cannot be passed and become || 
a law, unless it goes to the President for his ap- } 
proval. A joint resolution has to go through the || 
forms of law, and be signed by the President. || 
We can therefore take no action on the resolution, 
unless it can be amended under our rules in such | 
amanner as to provide that such committee as | 
may be appointed by the Senate may have inter- 
course with the committee to be ordered by the 
House, to consider the subject jointly. I certainly | 
think that the resolution canriot be passed without | 
the signature of the President of the United States; | 
and | leave it to the Senate to decide what dispo- || 
sition shall be made of it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [ would suggest that it would | 
be better to refer it to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I think the reference is un- 
necessary. I have prepared an amendment which, | 
I hope, will relieve the resolution of the objection 
which the honorable Senator from California has || 
raised, and which, perhaps, is well founded. I || 
move to strike out all after the word ‘* Resolved,”? | 
and insert the following: 


That a committee of five members on the part of the 
Senate be appointed to join such committee as may be || 
appointed on the part of the House of Representatives to || 
inquire and report in what form the acknowledgments of 
Congress and the gratitude of the nation may be most ap- || 
propriately expressed to those benevolent and courageous 
men who, under Providence, were the means of rescuing 
from death so many citizens of this Republic. 


The PRESIDENT stated the question to be | 
upon the amendment. | 

Mr. SHIELDS. After consultation with sev- || 
eral Senators, | understand that it is incompetent \| 
for the Senate to converta resolution, which is 
originally joint, into a separate one by its own | 
action. If that*be the case, all that we can do |) 
in this instance is to lay the joint resolution of the 
House on the table, and to pass, as an inde- | 
pendent proposition, the resolution which I have 
offered. I therefore withdraw my amendment, 
and move that the resolution which we have re- 
ceived from the House do lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I now offer my resolution as 
a substantive proposition, instead of as an amend- 
ment. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


} 
| 


| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 16, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wittiam H. Mivsvrn. 1] 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. i 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- \| 
munication received from the Secretary of War, || 
transmitting a report giving information of the ex- i| 
penses incurred by the United States in conse- || 
quence of the impediments to the navigation of | 
Red river, accompanied by a report from the | 
Quartermaster General in regard to certain ex- || 
penses of the Army. ! 
The SPEAKER. The question is on a reference 
of the communication and report. 
Mr. BISSELL. Is it on reference of the mes- | 
sage from the War Department? 
The SPEAKER. Yes. 
Mr. BISSELL. Then I move its reference to | 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 7 
the Committee on Commerce. 
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| iron, on the table. 


|| and no other motion can be in order except to 
|| adjourn. 


move its reference to } 
| 
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Mr. BISSELL. Iamend my motion. I move 
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abled, and nearly two hundred persons had miserably per- 


that it be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 8! ed: 


The SPEAKER. The motion to refer to the 
Committee on Military Affairs is withdrawn, and 
the motion now is that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and that it be printed. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. The pending question the 
Chair will state to the House. It is to lay the 
resolution of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Cuvurcuwe .t,] in regard to the duty on railroad 
It is a privileged proposition, 





SUFFERERS ON THE SAN FRANCISCO, 


Mr. BISSELL. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for the introduction of a bill for the 
purpose of referring it to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. - [tis a very important bill, requiring 
immediate action. I will read the title of the bill, 
and I think that no gentleman will offer any ob- 


jection to it: 


** A bill for the relief of the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States who are sufferers by the recent disas- 
ters on board the steamship San Francisco.”’ 

I hope there is no objection to letting that bill 
be put on its passage. 

Mr. FLORENCE, 
that proposition. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House—if the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Frorence) will excuse me—to 
introduce a resolution which will make room for 
his, and which has a concurrent action. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 


I move an amendment to 


| sylvania (Mr. Frorence] addressed the Chair; 


but the Chair has not yet heard what the gentle- 
man proposes. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Irise to ask the permis- 
sion of the House to offer a resolution in my place; 
which, if the Chair will allow me, I will read. 

Mr. BISSELL. I believe my proposition is first 
entitled to consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
{Mr. Bissett} is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BISSELL. The bill is brief, and I ask 
that it may be read. 


The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 


| bill will be read. 


No objection was made, and the bill was read 
for information, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives | 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


| That there shall be paid, under the direction of the Presi 
| dent, to each of the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
| musicians, and privates who, on the —— day of December, 


1853, embarked at New York, under orders for California, 
on the steamship San Francisco, and who was on board 
that vessel on the occasion of her recent disaster at sea, a 


And whereas it is becoming a Republic to cherish the 
lives of its citizens, and especially to make appropriate ac 
knowledgments of the obligation conferred by those who, 
at the imminent peril of property and life, rescue from cer 


| tain destruction the persons of those citizens, and particu- 


| House of Representatives, and of 


larly the special servants of the nation : 

Be it resolved, (the Senate concurring) That a joint spe- 
cial committee, to consist of nine persons on the part of the 
persons on the part 
of the Senate, be appointed, and instructed to inquire and 
te report in what form the acknowledgments of Congress 
and the gratitude of the nation may be most appropriately 
expressed to those benevolent and courageous men, who, 
under Providence, were the means of rescuing from death 





| 80 many citizens of this Republic. 


Mr. CUTTING. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cuanpter] whether he 
would have any objections to send to the gommit- 
tee which shall be charged with the consideration 
of his resolution, a resolution that they shall make 
a further inquiry and report thereon to this House, 


| to this effect? That it is unbecoming this Govern- 


ment to allow the owners and masters of the mer- 
chant ships which were hove to, to lose their time 
in taking on board these unfortunate men, and in 
transporting them to a place of safety, without 
awarding to them the same reasonable compensa- 
tion that would be paid if a bargain had been made? 
It is not fitting that this Republic should have her 
officers and soldiers transported gratis, without 
paying a proper remuneration. 

ask the gentleman whether, if I read the resolu- 
tions, he will adopt them as his own. I do this, not 
from my own suggestion, but in conformity with 


| letters received from citizens of New York, and in 


i 
1 
| 


j 


deference to those gentlemen. With the consent 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I will offer 
the resolutions. 

I had supposed that the Committee on Military 
Affairs was the proper one to take this matter 
under consideration, and to whom this subject 
should be referred. I will read the resolutions 


| which I have drawn up. 


The resolutions were then read, as follows : 

Resolved, That the said joint committee be requested to 
inquire and report whether some provision, by way of pen- 
sion, or otherwise, ought notto be made in favor of the 
widows—or if no widows—in favor of the minor children 
of those officers and men who were embarked by order of 


| the Government on board of the steamer San Francisco, 
|| and who were deprived of life while in the service of their 
| country, by the perils they encountered after leaving the 


sum equal in amountto his pay and allowances for four | 


months. 


And be it further enacted, That if any such officer, || penort whether compensation or indemnity ought not to be 


non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, shall have 
died before the passage of this act, from any cause conse- 
quent upon said disaster, his widow, if one survive him, 
and if not, then his children, if any there be, shall be paid 
the same sum to which he would otherwise have been en, 
titled under the provisions of this act. 

Mr. BISSELL. I wish to say one word upon 
the bill, and one word only. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
gentleman will proceed. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. BISSELL. As there seems to be no objec- 
tion to the introduction of the bill, | will simply 
move to refer it to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, and will detain the House no longer. — 

Mr. CHANDLER. I now ask the unanimous 


port of New York, on their way to California. And that 
the said committee do also inquire and report whether an 
indemnity ought not to be provided in favor of those officers 
and men in the service of the Government, whose bagyage 
and effects were lost, or damaged, on board of the said 
steamer, by the accidents and perils of the voyage. 
Resolved, That the committee do also report to this 
House some suitable mode of testifying to Captain Creigh 
ton, of the British ship Three Bells, and to his officers and 
crew, and to the masters, officers, and crews of the bark 


| Kilby, and the ship Antarctic, the appreciation by Congress 
| of their humane, persevering, and gallant conduct, by which, 


under Providence, so many American citizens were res- 


| “cued by them from the wreck of the San Francisco. 


Resolved, That the said committee do also inquire and 


made by this Government to the owners and masters of the 


| ships Three Bells, Antarctic. Lucy Thompson, and the 
| bark Kilby, for services rendered, and for losses and ex- 


| penses incurred by them in saving, and transporting to a 
| place of safety, the officers and men in the service of the 


only. 
\| that the resolutions which I hold in 


| United States, who were rescued from the wreck of the 
| aforesaid steamer. 


Mr. FLORENCE. If my colleague [Mr. 


| Cuanp.er] will yield me the floor for one mo- 
| ment, | have some resolutions in regard to this 
| subject which I desire to present for the consider- 
| ation of the House. 


Mr. COBB. How many othersvare there ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am responsible for these 
{ desire, if a committee should be raised, 
hand, and 


consent of the House to read a resolution which I || which I will read for the information of the House, 


propose to offer to the House. 


No objection was made; and the resolution was 


read by Mr. Cuanvter, as follows: 


| may be referred to such committee. 


he resolutions were then read, as follows: 
Whereas, a distressing calamity has occurred in the 


Whereas information has been received that more than || disaster which befell the steamer San Francisco on her re- 


five hundred citizens, many of them officers and soldiers 


| cent voyage to California, in which vessel was being con 


of the Army of the United States, on board the steamship | veyed officers and troops of the United States, with (heir 
San Francisco, have been saved from death by the gallant, | 


perilous, and merciful interposition of the officers and crew || souls found a watery grave ; and, 


of the British ship Three 


elis, and of the American ship 
Antarctic and bark Kilby, after a severe gale on the At- 
lantie ocean, by which the San Francisco was utterly dis- 


families, and by which disaster nearly or quite two hundred 


Whereas, it is right and proper, when such an event hep 


| pens, eliciting, as it has, the sympathy of the whole nation 


for the sufferers, and appalling entire communities by the 
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painful suspense which for a period of ten days has hung 
over the fate of those on board the ill-starred vessel, that 
suitable action should be had by an American Congress, in 
consideration of the gallant and heroic conduct of those 
who, governed by the generous impulses of brave hearts, 
risked their lives, and periled the safety of the vessels in 
which they were embarked, in affording comfort and suc 
corto the officers, crew, and passengers of the San Francis- 
co, by which act of daring and praiseworthy humanity five 
hundred souls were saved from an awful and painful death 
which stared them in the face, and to which, but for such 
provideotial intervention, they would have soon been bas 
tened: Beit , | 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the sincere and heartfelt thanks of an American 
Congress are extended to those gallant men who com- 
manded the American bark Kilby, the British ship Three 
Bells, and the American ship Antarctic, for their lieroic, 
bumane, and gallant conduct, as displayed in their untiring | 
effurte to restore to their friends and country the unfortu 
nate persons for whose safety the liveliest interest has been 
folt wherever the disaster to the steamship San Francisco 
has been made known. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be au- 
thorized and requested to have suitable medals struck off, 
commemorative of this sad event, to be presented, with 
copies of these resolutions, to all who were engaged in the 
act of safety afforded to the officers and troops of the United 
States. 

Resolvéd, That in view of the sad effects of the calamity 
to the San Francisco, and the pecuniary loss sustained by 
the surviyors and those who met a watery grave, the Sec- 
retary of War is instructed to afford such relhef to the sur- 
vivora and their families, as shall, in his judgment, seem to 
be just and proper; and report such action, at an early pe 
riod, to this Congress 


— 


Pending the reading of the above, 

Mr. WALSH, rising to a point of order, said: | 
There is so much noise in this part of the Hall that 
I cannot possibly pay proper attention to those 
soul-thrilling resolutions. 

The SPEAKER, Gentlemen must resume their | 
seats, and preserve order. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I accept the addition sug- 
gested by the gentleman from New York, [{Mr. 
Currtina. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to allow all these propositions to be 
referred at once to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
erence. 

Mr.CHANDLER. Oh, no; we wanta special 
committee. The Committee on Military Affairs 
has nothing to do with the subject. 

Mr. FAULKNER. This subject has already 
in one form been referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from New York |Mr. Curtine] directly 
calls for the action of that committee in another 
and more extended form. I suggest, therefore, | 
whether it would not be better to let the whole | 
subject go before them, and let them make an early 
report upon it, | 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is necessary that it 
should go to a joint committee, and there is no 
joint committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise to a point of order. | 
I hold that the gentleman from Pennsylvania has 
no right to yield the floor to others for the purpose 
of reading essays on the subject, nor has he a 
right to yteld it for the purpose of debate, nor has 
hea right to debate himself. If he will present 
the question upon his own proposition, discon- 
nected from any proposition to pay for services, 
and to give pensions, and all that sort of thing, I | 
shall vote for it very cordially; if not, [ am in fa- 
vor of the reference to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
Ohio to order. 

Mr. BISSELL. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania yield to me a moment. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. BISSELL. I only desire to make a single 
remark. I wish to say that it is clothing and food | 
that these poor.fellows want; and they want them | 
now. They arrived in New York without a 
change of clothing, with ‘icicles dangling from 
their garments. They want food; they want 
clothing immediately. They have drawn three | 
months’ extra pay, and used it up. I think that 
when we have attended to the matter pf supplying | 
them with food and clothing, that we may then, 
if we choose, adopt the resolutions giving medals | 
and votes of thanks. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. With the permission of the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, I will remark 

The SPEAKER. ao the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania yield to the gentleman from Ohio? | 


That would be the best ref- 


— 


I call the gentleman from 





i 


Mr. CHANDLER. I think that gentlemen | 
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to rule everything out of order until action has 


are taking too much advantage of my good na- || been taken on the call for the previous question 


ture this morning. 

At the request of several members, Mr. Cuanp- 
LER’s proposition was again read. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I move, Mr. Speaker, a 
reference of the whole subject to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope that my proposi- 
tion will not take that course. In the first place, 
the Committee on Military Affairs is not a joint 
committee; and in the next place, it does not 
officially and professionaliy know anything about 
the risks which have been incurred—not only risk 
of life, but imminent risk of property—and of 
danger incurred by violation of charters and things 
of that kind. All this should go before a special 
committee. I move, therefore, that the resolution 
be adopted. I accept, asa modification of my 
proposition, if it be thought proper, the resolu- 
tions which were read by the gentleman from New 
York, |Mr. Curtina.] 

At the request of several members, and by 
unanimous consent, the resolutions of Mr. Cur- 
TING were again read. 

Mr. HAMILTON. In my judgment, this 
whole subject should be referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. Will the Chair be pleased to 
state whether the resolutions are before the House 
for consideration? 

The SPEAKER. They are before the House 
by its unanimous consent. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Thegentleman from New 
York {Mr. Curtine] authorizes me to say that 
he withdraws his resolutions, which were accepted 
by me as a modification of my proposition. 

Mr. CUTTING. I desire my resolutions to go 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I call for the previous 
question on the adoption of my resolution. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I would appeal to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to withdraw his 
call for the previous question but a single mo- 
ment. 

[Cries of ** Withdraw!”’ 
call !’? &e. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move that all of the 
resolutions presented touching this question be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. It 
was my purpose to have requested that they be 
sent to the Committee on Commerce, and there- 
fore had prepared a couple of resolutions with | 
that view. 1 know thatthe patience of the House 
is now exhausted on the subject; but, if it be the 
general pleasure, [ will read them. 

{Cries of ** Read, read!’’- ** Object, object !’’] 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I can only assure gen- 
tlemen that they are infinitely briefer than any of 
those which have already been presented. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman objecting to 
the reading of the resolutions will please rise in 
his place and object. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
the resolutions. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ihave not withdrawn my 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. WALSH. I simply desire to ask a 
question for information. Willthe motion which 
has just been made carry all of the propositions | 
to the Committee on Military Affairs? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Curtine} has withdrawn so much of 
the proposition as was included in the proposition 
presented by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Cuanpter] as he himself presented; so that 
the resolutions originally offered by the gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania, are alone before the House, 
and upon their adoption the previous question has 
been called, which cuts off all amendments and all 
debate. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I understood that the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania withdrew his call | 
for the previous question in my favor. 

The PEAKER. He declined doing so. 

[Cries of ** Question!” ** Question !’’} 

} 


‘* Hold on to the 


I object to the reading of | 


Mr. WALSH. 1 desire to make a remark. 

Mr. CHANDLER took the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous consent | 
of the House that suggestions be made by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania or the gentleman 
from New York touching the matter now under | 
consideration ? 

[Cries all over the House of ** No!” “* No!”’] 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is then compelled 


' 
| 


Mr. WALSH said, (amidst much confusion :) 
If { understood the proposition of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Frorence,] it proposed 


_ that, besides votes of thanks and medals, copies 


of his resolutions should be presented. Now, sir 
peg | 


| Lam opposed to accompanying an act of charit 





with the infliction of the reading of all those reso- 
lutions. 

Mr. ORR. I trust that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will allow a motion to be made to 
refer this whole matter to the Committee on Mjjj. 
tary Affairs? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I declineto withdraw my 
call for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. No discussion; no motion 
is in order, and the Chair must hold gentlemen to 
the rules. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Has my colleague [Mr, 
Curtina] entirely withdrawn, his resolutions ? 

The SPEAKER. He has. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CHanp.er] then to al- 
low my resolutions to be attached to his own by 
way of amendment? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I rise to inquire whether 
my proposition to refer this whole subject to the 
Committee on Military Affairs does not take pre- 
cedence of the call for the previous question? 

The SPEAKER. It does not, for the reason 
that,at the moment the gentleman proposed to sub- 
mit the motion, the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
was upon the floor; which the Chair stated at the 
time. 

Mr. FAULKNER. He, however, yielded the 
floor to me, as the Chair is aware. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, as the Chair understood at the moment, 
declined to yield the floor. ‘There was a good deal 


of confusion at the time. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. [rise to a point of order, 
which is, that this whole debate is out of order, 
the previous question having been demanded. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina is quite right. No further proposition is 
in order, nor any further debate. As many, 
therefore, as second the demand for the previous 
question, will rise. 

Mr. ORR demanded a count; and there were— 
ayes 105, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded; and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the resolution; and it was decided in the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 
order of business. 

Mr. DEAN. [rise to a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state 


I now call for the regular 


_ his question. 





Mr. DEAN. I moveto reconsider the vote just 
taken, and to lay that motion upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Hami.ron, and it was agreed to. 


DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON. 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the following resolution, which will be read by 
the Clerk: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means be 
requested to report a bill giving a credit of four years to 
railroad companies, to pay duty upon iron imported by tem 
for railroad purposes. 


TheSPEAKER. Upon the adoption of this 
resolution the previous question was demanded 
and ordered; and a motion was then made to lay 
the resolution on the table. . 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Upon the motion to 
lay the resolution upon the table 1 demand the 
yeas and nays. P 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to suggest 
to my colleague the propriety of so modifying his 
resolution as to instruct the committee to inquire 
into the propriety of such a resolution. ‘This 
resolution, with the whole subject of the tariff, 
has been referred to that committee, and, I think 


| it would be quite as well—— 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to this debate. 
We have already two resolutions before the House, 
and the previous question has been ordered. 

Mr. JONES. ill my colleague take a sug- 
gestion from me? 
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Mr. CHURCHWELL. I would gratify my | 


colleague, but the Committee on Waysand Means | 


acter of his proposition. 


The SPEAKER. 


Debate is not in order; and | 


have before them now two resolutions of the char- 
} 


even suggestions cannot be permitted, if objection | 


is made, under the previous question. 
The roll was called; and there were—yeas 98, 
nays 91; as follows: 


y EAS—Messrs. Barry, Belcher, Benson, Boyce, Bridges, 
Caruthers, Chandler, Clark, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Curtis, 
Cutting, Thos. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dick, Dickinson, Dis- 
ney, Drum, Edgerton, Edmands, Ellison, Everhart, Farley, 
Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, 
Goodrich. Grow, Hamilton, Hastings, Haven, Hibbard, 
Hillyer, Houston, Howe, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel yr. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, 
Lilly, Lind-ley, MeCulloch, Macdonald, McNair, Matte- 
son, Meacham, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Millson, Mor- 
rison, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Peck, Pennington, 
Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Pringle, David Ritchie, Robbins, 


Skelton. Gerrit Smith, Stratton, Straub, John J. Taylor, 


Jonun L. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Upham, Vail, | 


Vansant, Wade, Watlbridge, Walker, Walley, Walsh, 
Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, 
and Hendrick B. Wright—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen 
Ashe, Banks, Barksdale, Benton, Bissell, Bocock, Breck- 
inridge, Brooks, Campbell, Chamberlain, Chase, Chrisman, 
Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Craige, Cullom, John 
G. Davis, De Witt, Dowdell, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Ed- 
mundson, English, Etheridge, Ewing, Giddings, Goode, 
Green, Greenwood, Grey, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W, 


| 
Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hendricks, Henn, Hill, 
| 


Hunt, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Lane, Latham, 
Lindley, MeMullin, MeQueen, Mace, Macy, Maurice, 
Maxwell, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Olds, Mordeeai Oliver, 
Orr, Parker, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Pur 
year, Ready, Reese, Riddle, Rogers, Ruffin, Sapp, Seward, 
Shaw, Samuel A. Smith, George W. Smyth, Snodgrass, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste 
vens, Andrew Stuart, Warren, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, Yates, and Zolli- 
coffer—91. 


So the motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. WHEELER. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. 
privileged question. 

Mr. WHEELER. I desire to move a recon- 
sideration of the vote just taken, by which the 
resolution was laid on the table; and that the latter 
motion be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
propose the following resolution, and move to 
suspend the rules in order to enable me to offer it: 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That House bill No. 1, “ to encourage agricul- 
ture, commerce, and manufactures, and all other branches 
of industry, and for granting to every man who isthe head 
ofa family anda citizen of the United States a homestead 
ofone hundred and sixty acres of land out of the public do- 
main, on condition ofoceupancy and cultivation of the same 
for the period herein specified, and to graduate and reduce 





The gentleman will state his 


the price of public lands ;”? and House bill No. 37,‘ a bill to | 


encourage agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, and 
all other branches of industry, by granting to every man 
who is the head ofa family anda citizen of the United 
States a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres of land 
out of the public domain, on condition of occupancy and 
cultivation of the same for the period herein specified,’ be 
the special order of the day in the order in which they were 
reported to the House, for Tuesday, 14th of February next, 
and for each successive day (private bill days excepted) 
till disposed of. 

Resolved, That all debate upon said special order or 
bills shall terminate in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, at three o’clock p. m., on Tuesday, the 
2ist of February next, when the committee shall proceed 
to vote on the pending amendments, such as may be offered 
to said bills; after which the committee shall rise and report 
to the House. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair proposes that, by 
unanimous consent, the House take a single vote 
on the adoption of the resolution, if carried by two- 
thirds—— 

A Memper. [ object. 

The SPEAKER. If the resolutions were carried 
by a vote of two thirds it would work a suspen- 
sion of the rules. The gentleman might object, at 
any rate. I only mention it for the convenience 
of the House. 

The question was then put on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and the Speaker announced 
102 votes in the affirmative. 

Mr. COBB. I move that the yeas and nays be 
called, on the motion to suspend. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The roll was then called, and there were—yeas 
138, nays 53; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Appleton, 


Banks, Belcher, Benton, Bissell, Breckinridge, Bridges, 
Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, 
Chase, Chrisman, Churehweil, Clark, Cobb, Cook, Cor 





| win, Cox, Cullom, Cutting, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, | 


Dawson, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Drum, Eastman, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Eliott, Eilison, English, Etheridge, Far- | 
ley, Fenton, Florence, Giddings, Goodrich, Green, Green- | 
wood, Grey, Grow, Lome Harian, Wiley P. Harris, | 
Harrison, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Houston, Howe, 


| Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T.J ones, George 
| W. Jones, Knox, Kurtz, Lane, Latham, Lilly, Lindley, | 








Lindsley, Lyon, McCulloch, McDougal, MceMullin, Mc- | 
Nair, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Maxwell, Mayall, | 
Meacham, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Murray, Nichols, 

Noble, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, | 


| Packer, Parker, Peck, Pheips, Preston, Pringle, Ready, 


Richardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Rowe, Rus 
sell, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, Shower, Simmons, Skelton, 
Gerrit Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, John 


| J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham, Vail, 


Jolin 


Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, Warren, Elli 
hu B. Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 


as : ), || worth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, 
towe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Seymour, Shower, Simmonds, | 


Yates, and Zollicotfer—133. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Ashe, Thomas H. 
Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, Benson, Bocoek, Brooks, Cling- 
man, Colquitt, Craige, Crocker, Dickinson, Dowdell, Dun 
bar, Edmands, Faulkner, Flagler, Franklin, Fuller, Goode, 
Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hibbard, Hill, 
Hillyer, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Lamb, Letch- 
er, McQueen, Millson, Morrison, Orr, Bishop Perkins, 
Perkins, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Reese, Rogers, 
Ruffin, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, George W. Smyth, Snod 


grass, Walley, and Daniel B. Wright—S3. 


So the rules were suspended, two thirds voting 


| in favor thereof. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now introduce 


| the resolution which has been read, and ask the 
| previous question upon its adoption. 


Mr. ORR. I rise to a question of order. The 


| gentleman proposes to terminate debate upon this 


bill at a particular time. The Committee of the | 
Whole have mot yet considered it; and I think, 
according to precedent, the House cannot close 
debate upon a bill until it has been considered in 
the committee. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair overrules the ques- 
tion of order, as the suggestion would interfere 
with the object of the resolution to suspend the 


| 


| rules. 


Mr. JONES. We are now acting under a sus- 


| pension of the rules. 





| 
| 
| 


The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

The main question being, ‘* Shall the resolution 
be adopted? ”’ 

Mr. HILLYER called for the yeas and nays 
thereon. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

The question was then, taken and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. JONES moved to reconsider the vote last 
taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY ACADEMY IN TENNESSEE. 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER presented the following 
resolution, which was read by the Clerk: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 


| structed to inquire into the expedieney and practicability of 


establishing a branch of the Military Academy of the 
United States at the Hermitage, in the State of Tennessee. 


The question was taken on the adoption of the 


|| resolution, and there were on a division—ayes 38, 


noes not counted. 
So the resolution was rejected. 


HALF PAY TO WIDOWS, ETC. 


Mr. READY, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced the following bill; which was read a 


| first and second time by its title, and referred to 


the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions: 

‘¢A bill to amend the several acts of Congress | 
allowing and continuing to widows of deceased 
officers and soldiers of the United States half pay, 
in certain cases, for a specified time.”’ 


STEAM FRIGATES. 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER offered a resolution, 
which was read by the Clerk, as follows: 


Resolved, That the House bill (No. 52) entitled “A bill | 
to authorize the construction‘of six first-class steamers, and 
for other purposes,’ be made the special order of the day, 


in the Committee of the Whole, for Thursday, the 19th day | 


of January instant, and for each successive day thereafter, 
private bill days excepted, until the same shall be con- 


| cluded. 


| Mr. BOCOCK.. That resolution has been offered 


| by my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Zoxuicor- 
FER] at my request. I have nothing to say at this 
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ane 


————— 


| will make it a special order, for the time specified 


in the resolution. 

Mr. HCUSTON,. 1 would like to have the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bocock,] if he in- 
tends to press that matter, make some limitation 
as to the time in which it shall be disposed of; for 
when debate of that character arises everything 
else is cut off. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Iam perfectly willing to agree 
to any reasonable limitation that the gentleman 
may ask for, but it can be done at any time. 
When the House goes into Committee of the 
Whole to consider the bill, if there is anything 
like a disposition upon the part of the committee 
to spend too much time in its consideration, a res- 
olution can be offered by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, or any other gentleman, to limit the debate, 
Such a resolution can be offered at any time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My friend knows very well 
that the proper time to close debate upon any sub- 
ject is before the steam gets up. When we once 
get under way in the discussion of a matter like 
this it is almost impossible to limit debate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I call both of the gentle- 
men to order. 

Mr. WHEELER. [I object to the introduction 
of the resolution. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see has already offered one resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The objection comes too 
late. 

Mr. BISSELL. ?* do not wish to debate this 
matter, but merely desire to say that | am not 
aware there is any reason why such peculiar priv- 
ilege should be given to this bill. 

The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of the resolution; and there were—ayes 66, noes 
not counted; so the rules were not suspended. 


THE DISPOSITION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I desire to offer the 


following resolutions. 

The resolutions were read, as follows: 

Whereas, in the opinion of this House the true policy of 
the Government of the United States, in disposing of the 
public lands, requires that they should be disposed of in 
such manner as best to facilitate the setdement thereof, 
and the commercial interests of the nation: And, where- 
as, in the judgment of this House both of these important 
ends will be best attained by granting donations of land to 
actual settlers, and by making such appropriations thereof, 
to aid in the construction of such railroads as are of a 
leading national character, 4s may come clearly within 
the exercise of the constitutional powers of the General 
Government—to which class of railroads we think these 
belong—which shall extend from the States lying on the 


| east side of the Rocky Mountains, to those which are, or 


hereafter may be, organized on the west side of said mount- 
ains: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Landa be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a biil 
to the House, embracing the following features, to wit: 

1. To provide for the prosecution of such surveys by the 
General Government, of railroad routes to commercial 
points in the States and Territories on the west side of the 
Rocky Mountains, as may already have been commenced; 
and such additional surveys as may be necessary to determ- 
ine the practicability of constructing one or more railroads 
of the character above described, and for the completion 
of such surveys to the perfection and establishment of rail- 
road lines permanently, not exceeding three in number, on 
the most practicable, suitable and direct routes aforesaid. 

2. To provide fora grant, by donation, of one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, to be selected in quarter sections, 
equal to four quarter sections, out of each three sections, 
to each actual settler, within forty miles on each side of the 
railroads hereinafter mentioned, in such manner as the 
President may direct, with the proper restrictions as to the 
time of settlement and cultivation, the character of persons 
who may avail themselves of such grants, and the mode of 
perfecting such grants, and such other provisions as may 
be deemed necessary to give each setller a permanent home- 
stead. 

3. To provide for the ineorporation of companies upon 
such conditions as shall enable them to avail themselves of 
the provisions hereinafter named—one or more on each of 
said lines of railroad. No one company, however, to be 
incorporated for the construction of less than one hundred 
miles road, and for the whole extent of such road or roads, 
to be laid off into divisions of one hundred miles each. 

4. To provide that the shares of stock in each of said 
companies shall be $200 each. That when any holder of & 


|| share of said stock shall produce the proper certificates, 


necessary to show that he has paid, in cash, or its bone fide 
equivalent, the full amount thereof—that the same hasbeen 
applied by such company to the actual construction and 
| equipment of such railroad, and that such railroad is fin- 
ished and in actual operation throughout an entire division 
of one bundred miles—sueb holder of stock, npon the pro- 
duction of such certificates to the proper department of the 
Government, shall, for each such share of stock, be entitled 
to a land warrant for one bundred and sixty acres of land 
upon any of the unoccupied land hereinafter appropriated 
to that purpose, and in the manner, and subject to the re- 
| strictions hereinafter provided. s 
| 5. To provide for the free grant to such companies, of the 
right of way for such railroad or roads, throughout the 


‘ || whole extent thereof, over the public domain, of enfficient 
stage of the proceedings, but I hope the House || width for a double track road; and also for reserving at 
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least sufficient’ width of land, along such railroad or roads, 
for a free common wagon road, of such construction as 
Congress may at any time hereafter provide for, with the 
privilege of crossing such railroad or roads therewith, at 
any points which may be found necessary, and re pee. 4 
such company or companies to construct the necessary 
crossings; and to provide for such other reservations as the 
public interests may require. : 5 , 

6. To provide for the surveying into townships, sections, 
and quarter sections, in the manner in which public lands 
are now surveyed, of the public lands, to the distance of 
at least forty miles on each side of such right of way and 
reservations, and for the reservation of every sixteenth sec 
tion for schools; and also for such other reservations for 
educational and such other purposes as the public interests 
may require, in conformity with the present policy of the 
Government in these particulars. 

7. To provide for the application of the preémption laws 
to that portion of the said lands, forty miles each side of said 
railroad or roads, which shall not have been designated by 
the President, for donation to, actual setilers, as herein above 
provided, for the protection of the rights of such of the 
stockholders in each of said companies, as shall, by actual 
settlement and improvement thereon, entitle themselves toa 
preémption claim; as also the rights of such preémptors as 
may have settled upon the residue, or every third quarter 
section thereof, herein reserved by the United States. 

8. To provide for the location, upon one hundred and 
sixty acres of said land, so surveyed, forty miles on each 
side of said railroad, or roads, to be selected in quarter 
sections, equal to four quarter sections, out of each three 
sections, of each land warrant iseued upon each share of 
railroad stock, as ubove provided, in such manner as the 
President may direct, with the proper provisions for the 
protection of the interests and rights of those who may en- 
title themselves to preference in such location, by virtue of 
their preémption claims as above provided; each holder 
of such land warrants being authorized to locate the same, 
upon any of the unoccupied portion of said lands set apart 
for this purpose, only within the limits of the length of that 
division of said railroad, or roads, within which the certifi- 
cates of stock shall have issued, upon which such warrants 
shall have been granted; and preference in such location 
shall be given, in the order of the date of the payment, as 
aforesaid, of each ofsuch shares of stock. 


9. To provide for the manner in which several compa- || 


nies, upon each or either of said lines of railroad, shall so 
consolidate the service thereof as best to subserve the pub- 
lic interests and facilitate the movement and convenience 
of the rolling machinery thereon; and also for the reserva- 


tion, in the General Government, of the power to establish, | 


from time to time, a maximum tariff of rates of toll, within 
which said companies shall be limited. And also to provide 
for the reservation of the perpetual right of the United States 
to transport their mails upon all such railroads free of 
charge. 

10. To provide for the extinguishment of Indian titles 
along such railroads, and upon the lands to be surveyed as 
aforesaid. 


Mr. BOYCE. I move that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I will suggest that 
the resolution is simply one of inquiry relative to 
& proposition upon which we shall be speedily 
called to act. I trust that the objection which has 
been made will be withdrawn, and that the reso- 


lution will go to the Committee on Public Lands. | 
I withdraw the motion which I | 


Mr. BOYCE. 
submitted to lay the resolution upon the table. 


The question was taken; and the resolution was 
adopted. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF INDIANA. 


Mr. MACE obtained the floor. 
Mr. RIDDLE. I rise to what I deem to be a 
privileged question. I have been instructed by the 


Committee on Engraving to submit a resolution to | 


the House. I have been waiting for some -days 
for an opportunit to do so. 

The SPEAKER. The State of Indiana is now 
being called upon for resolutions. The gentle- 
man from Indiana having been recognized by the 
Chair, he will, under the circumstances, be en- 
titled to the floor for the present. 

Mr. MACE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced a bill of the following title; which was 
read a first and second time by its title: 

‘* A bill to divide the State of Indiana into two 
udicial districts, and to provide for holding the 
circuit and district courts therein.”’ 

Mr. MACE. M 


to propose an amen 


2) ment to the provisions of the 
ill. 


After it has been adopted,I shall move a 


reference of the bill to the Committee on the Ju- || 


diciary. 


Mr. ENGLISH. There is an amendment I | 


should like to see made to this bill. No place is 
fixed in the bill for the holding of apentide the 
southern circuit. I think New Albany is obvi- 
ously the place which should be selected, and I 


make that motion, and hope my colleague will con- 
sent to it. 


ment. 


The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


TE 


friend and colleague wishes | 


| the Secretar 


Mr. MACE. I accept my colleague’s amend- 
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MAPS AND DRAWINGS ACCOMPANYING THE 
PRESIDENT’ S MESSAGE. 


Mr. RIDDLE. I am instructed by the Com- | 
mittee on Engraving to submit the following res- 
olution for the adoption of the House: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to contract for the engraving 
and printing of the maps and drawings accompanying the 
President’s message for nine hundred and thirty copies ; 
also the mdps accompanying the Report of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office for five hundred extra 


copies: Provided, That the cost shall not exceed the sum 
of 3900. 


Mr. R. said: I am instructed by the committee 
to state that the resolution simply provides for the 
engraving only of maps and drawings for the | 
numbers of the messages of the President which 
are bound for the use of members. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. | desire, Mr. Speaker, 
to know whether it is in order, while the State of 
Indiana is being called upon for resolutions, to 
submit a report from a committee ? 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on En- 
graving is privileged under the rules to submit 
reports at any time. The gentleman from Dela- 
ware is in order in submitting the resolution which 
has just been read. 

Mr. RIDDLE. The resolution simply pro- 
vides for the engraving of the maps and plates for 
the copies which are bound for our libraries and 
the individual members. The committee found 
that to engrave the maps and plates for the whole 
number of copies of the message would consume 


| more than one half of theamount appropriated for 


that purpose. All consume about thirteen thou- 
sand. ‘The resolution provides that about one 
thousand shall be printed, which will consume 
eight hundred and fifty or nine hundred. 

The question was then put; and the resolution 
was adopted. 


PENSIONS TO SURGEONS. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, introduced the following bill; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

** A bill extending the provisions of the pension 


| and bounty land laws now in force, so as to in- 


clude surgeons who served in the Mexican war 


under contracts with the commandants of regi- || 


ments.’”’ 


Mr. HENDRICKS, in pursuance of previous 
notice, introduced the following bill; which was 


read a first and second time by its title, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds: 

‘** An act to erect in the city of Indinapolis, in 
the State of Indiana, a United States court-house 
and land office.’’ 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana. 
ment to that bill which I beg leave to offer. 


The Clerk read the amendment; as follows: 


Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the further sum of 
dollars be appropriated for the construction of a 





suitable building for the distributing post office at the city of || 


Vincennes, inthe State of Indiana; the said appropriation, 
and the erection of said building, to be under the control and 
direction of the President of the United States. 
Mr. MILLER. I move its reference to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
The SPEAKER. 


man that a motion is pending to commit the bill 


and amendment to the Committee on Public Build- | 


ings and Grounds; and unless objected to, they 
will be so committed. 
No objection was made, and they were so re- 


| ferred. 


INDIANA BONDS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, in pursuance of pre- | 
vious notice introduced the following bill; which | 
was read a first and second time by its title, and | 


referred to the Committee on Claims: 
*¢ A bill authorizing the Secretary of War and 
of the Treasury to surrender to the | 
State of Indiana certain bhoaile to the government | 
of the State of Indiana.”’ 
Mr. LANE. I desire to offer the following | 
resolution: 
Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to | 


| inquire into the expediency of equalizing the salaries of 


district judges, so as to increase the salary of the judge for 


| the district of Indiana. 


There being no objection, the question wastaken, | 
and the resolution was adopted. 


it 
} 
| 
| 


| bill, which was read a first and second time 


I have an amend- | 


I would inform the gentle- | 
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COMPENSATION IN CASES OF DISASTERS. 

Mr. BISSELL offered a resolution, which was 
read by the Clerk, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an annual 
appropriation, so as to enable the President of the United 
States to make suitable acknowledgment to captains of for. 
eign vessels that may risk their ships and lives in reseying 
American citizens in marine disasters. é 


The question was taken on the adoption of the 


ulng 


resolution, and it was decided in the affirmative 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT CHICAGO, 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois, in pursu- 

ance of previous notice, introduced the followine 

"> 
: : Dy its 
title,and referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

‘**A bill to provide for the erection of suitable 
buildings for a post office, custom-house, land of. 
fice, bonded warehouse, and United States court- 
house in the city of Chicago.”’ 

Mr. WENTWORTH also submitted the fo}. 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means be 
instructed, after consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Postmaster General, to inquire into the 
expediency of giving a credit for duties upon railroad iron to 
such railroad companies as shall obligate themselves to pay 
for the same by the transportation of the mail, under such 
regulations, and at such rate of compensation, as shail be 
prescribed by the Post Office Department, 

Mr. SKELTON. I propose to debate that 
resolution. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move the previous 
question, upon the adoption of the resolution, 

Mr. LILLY. I rise to a question of order. 


| The gentleman from Iilinois has introduced two 
| resolutions, whereas, under the rule, he is entitled 
| to offer only one at a time. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would inform the 
gentleman from New Jersey that the gentleman 
from Illinois has introduced but one resolution. 


| The first paper offered by him was a bill. 


Mr.SKELTON. I rise to a question of order. 
When a resolution is introduced into this House 


| which gives rise to debate it passes over, under 
| the rules of the House. 


I rose in my place, and 
proposed to debate the resolution. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would inform the 


| gentleman that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr, 


WeEntTWortH] was on the floor, and was entitled 
to the floor at the time, and was in order in mov- 
ing the previous question; and that motion will 
cut off debate, if it is sustained by the House. 

Mr. FULLER. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. I demand the yeas and 


| nays upon that motion. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, a motion having 
been made to lay the resolution upon the table. 

The House was then divided on a call for the 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative, there being—yeas 91, nays 64; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Measrs. Appleton, Thomas H. Bayly. Barks- 
dale, Barry, Belcher, Benson, Benton, Boyce, Bridges, 
Brooks, Campbell, Caruthers, Chandler, Cox, Crocker, 
Cumming, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dick, 
Dickinson, Drum, Edgerton, Edmands, Etheridge, Farley, 
Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, 
Goodrich, Grow, Hamilton, Hastings, Haven, Hill, Hillyer, 
Houston, Howe, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 
Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Letcher, Lilly, 
McCulloch, Macdonald, MeMullin, Matteson, Maurice, 
Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Murray, 
Packer, Peck, Phelps, Pringle, David Ritchie, Robbins, 
Rowe, Russell, Sage. Seymour, Shower, Simmons, Skel- 
ton, Gerrit Smith, Snodgrass, Stratton, Straub, John L. 
Taylor, Trout, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, W alker, 
Walley, Walsh, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—91. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Banks, Bissell, 
Bocock, Chamberlain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clingman, 
Cobb, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Craige, John G. Davis, De 
Witt, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edmund- 
son, Elliott, Ellison, English, Ewing, Green, Grey, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Johnson, Roland Jones, 
Kerr, Lane, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, Mace, Macy, 
Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, Parker, Bishop Perkins, Pratt, 
Puryear, Ready, Reese, Rogers, Ruffin, Sapp, Shannon, 
Shaw, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, David Start, Elihu B. Washburne, Wells, 
John Wentworth, Westbrook, and Yates—64. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. : 
Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. I desire to intro- 
duce the following bill, of which previous notice 
has been given, and I ask that it be referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals: 


Is the resolution 
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A bill to cede to the State of Illinois that part 
of the Cumberland road lying within the said State. | 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Why not put it 
upon its passage? We want to get rid of that 

road. 
The bill was then read a first and second time 





by its title, and referred to the Committee on Roads || 


and Canals. vale 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, offered the | 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House the progress which has been 
made in the improvement of the Rock Island and Des Moines 
rapids, under the appropriation of 3100,000 voted for that 
purpose; what plan of improvement has been adopted ; how 
much of the work has been completed; the character of 
said work; and what amount of said appropriation has been 
expended. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The resolution being a call for 
information, it should lie over. 1 therefore object 
to its consideration now. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution lies over under 
the rule. ‘ 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illindis, offered the 
following resolution; which was read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law pro- || 
viding for the settlement of claims growing out of depreda- 


tions committed by the Indians in the Black Hawk war of 
1832. 


GRANTS OF LANDS. 

Mr. LAMB, in pursuance of previous notice, in- 
troduced a bill granting lands to the States of Louis- 
iana, Mississippi, Arkansas, Missouri, lowa, and | 
to Minnesota Territory, in aid of the construction | 
of a railroad from New Orleans to St. Paul’s; 
which was read the first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. LAMB also, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced a bill to enlarge the powers, and | 
increase the conpensation of the district judge of | 
the United States for the district of Missouri; | 
which was read the first and second time by its | 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 


CESSION TO ST. LOUIs. 
Mr. BENTON offered the following resolution; | 
which was read, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of ceding to the city | 
of St. Louis, for the purpose of a public park, forever the | 
ground on which the United States arsenal now stands. ' 


IRON MOUNTAIN RAILROAD. 


Mr. CARUTHERS, in pursuance of previous 
notice, introduced a bill granting to the State of | 
Missouri a portion of the public domain, to aid 
in the construction of the Iron Mountain railroad; 
which was read the first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WARREN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced a bill for the relief of John Gos- 
sett; which was read the first and second time by 
its title, and, together with the accompanying pa- 
pers, referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


INDEMNITY TO FLORIDA. 


Mr. MAXWELL, in pursuance of previous 
notice, introduced a bill ** to indemnify and reim- | 
burse the State of Florida for moneys paid in pro- 
tecting her frontier citizens against the Seminole | 
Indians;’? which was read the first and second | 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on | 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, introduced the | 
following resolution; which was read, and adopted: | 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be, and it 
is hereby, instructed to inquire into the necessity and pro- 
prety of constructing a custom-huuse and Government 
warehouse, with rooms suitable for holding a United States | 


court therein, at the city of Detroit, in the State of Michi- 
gan ; and that said committee report to this House the con- 





clusion they may arrive at upon said inquiry, and what 1] 


action, if any, it may deem necessary and expedient for 
the public interest in the premises. 

ROCK RIVER.AND DES MOINES RAPIDS. 

_ Mr. HENN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced the following bill; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce: 

“A bill for the more effectual improvement of 
the Des Moines and Rock River Rapids, in the 
Mississippi river.” 

LAND DISTRICTS IN IOWA. 
Mr. HENN also, in pursuance of previous no- 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


| tice, introduced the following bill; which was read 


a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands: 

**A bill to divide the northern and Missouri 
river land districts in the State of lowa.”’ 
RAILROADS IN WISCONSIN AND MICHIGAN. 

Mr. WELLS, in pursuance of previous notice, 


| introduced the following bills; which were sever- 


ally read a first and second time by their respec- 
tive titles, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands: 


‘A bill giving the right of way and grating al- | 


ternate sections of the public lands to the State of 
Wisconsin, and its grantees and assigns, to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from Milwaukie to 
Prairie du Chien, on the Mississippi river.” 


A bill giving a right of way and granting alter- 
nate sections of certain public lands to the State 


of Wisconsin, and its grantees and assigns, to 


| further the construction of a certain railroad therein 


specified; and 


A bill giving a right of way and granting alter- | 
nate sections of certain public lands to the States 


of Michigan and Wisconsin, and their grantees 


| and assigns, to further the construction of certain 
| railroads therein specified. 


TRESPASSES ON THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. EASTMAN. I offer the following reso- 


\| lution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior inform this 


House what steps he has taken to prevent trespasses upon | 
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titles, and referred to the Committee on Public 
'| Lands: 

** A bill making a grant of land to the State of 
California, in alternate sections, to aid in the con- 
struction of certain railroads in said State;’’ and 

* A bill making a grant of land to the State of 
a in alternate sections, to aid in the con- 

ruction of a railroad from San Francisco to San 
José.”’ 


MAIL LINE FROM CALIFORNIA TO CHINA. 


Mr. McDOUGALL, in pursuance of previeus 
notice, introduced the following bill; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
|| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads: 

** A bill authorizing the Postmaster General to 
contract for a semi-monthly mail, by steamships, 
between San Francisco cnd-anne point in China.’ 


MAIL SERVICE. 


Mr. McDOUGALL also, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, introduced the following bill; which 
| was read a first and second time by its title, and 

referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads: 

**A bill to provide for the increase of the mail 
service between New York, San Francisco, and 
Oregon; and between New Orleans, San Francia- 

| co, and Oregon, and for other purposes.” 


MILITARY POSTS. 


the pine-timber lands in the State of Wisconsin and Min- | 


nesota Territory ; and whether or not he has appointed an | 


agent or agents for that purpose ; and if so, who are appoint- 
ed, and the dates of appvintment; and under what provi- 
sion of law are they appointed ; and what instructions he 
has given them; and also communicate to this House any 
report that said agents have made, in full ; and what salary 
or compensation is paid to such agents; and how much 


money has been received by said agents from persons who | 


have cut timber on the lands of the United States, by way 


of compounding such trespass; and the expenses incurred | 


in collecting the same, and all the items thereof. 


The SPEAKER. That being a resolution call- | 


ing for information, it must lie over one day, un- 


| less, by unanimous consent, it can be considered 


now. 
Mr. EASTMAN. 


I ask the unanimous con- 


| sent of the House that it may be considered now. 


Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Then the resolution must lie 
over. 

Mr. EASTMAN. 
of this House which requires that the resolution 


shall lie over one day, that it may be puton its | 


passage at this time. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman a question in reference to that resolution. 
The SPEAKER. The question is not debatable. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I am not going to debate it. 


I understand that the appointment of the officers | 
|| alluded to in the resolution is in the hands of the 


Secretary of the Navy, unless some special law 
has been passed lately. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I desire to ascertain whether 

| that be so or not. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Secretary of the Navy 
appoints them in my country. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
not suspended. So the resolution lies over. 


RAILROADS AND PRE-EMPTIONS. 
Mr. LATHAM, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced the following bills; which were 


titles, and referred to the Committee on Public 
| Lands: 
| ** A bill granting to the State of California a por- 
| tion of the public lands to aid in the construction 
of a railroad from Sacramento City, via Auburn, 
| to Nevada City, in said State;’’ 
‘© A bill for the extension of the preémption 
| privilege in the State of California;”’ and . 
‘*A bill granting to the State of California a 
| portion of th netruc 
\ tion of a’railroad from Marysville to Benicia, in 
| said State.’’ 


| UNITED STATES MARSHALS IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. LATHAM, in pursuance of previous no- 

| tice, introduced a bill to regulate the fees of Uni- 
| ted States marshals in the State of California; 
| which was read a first and second time by its title, 
| and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

| Mr. McDOUGALL, in pursuance of previous 
| notice, introduced the following bills; which were 
| severally read a first and second time by their 


I move to suspend the rule | 


severally read a first and second time by their | 


e public lands to aid in the construc- | 


Mr. McDOUGALL also, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, introduced the following bill; which 
was read a first and second time by its title: 

‘*A bill to provide for the establishment of a 
| line of military posts and common road; also, au- 
thorizing the construction of a telegraph line and 
a railroad from the valley of the Mississippi to the 
Bay of San Francisco.”’ 

r. McDOUGALL. Mr. Speaker, prelimi- 
nary to the reference of this bill, | ask the indul- 
gence of the House for the purpose of explanation. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear the 
| remark of the gentleman from California. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I simply wish to ask the 
| indulgence of the House for the purpose of making 
an explanation of my motion to refer the bill just 
| introduced. 

| TheSPEAKER. If it be the pleasure of the 
House to permit the explanation. 

|| Mr. EASTMAN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia has a right to be heard on the proposition 
|| now before the House, which is that the bill be 
read a third time and referred. 
| Mr. McDOUGALL. I believe, Mr. Speaker, 
( that it is understood throughout the country and 

by this House that this is the most important sub- 
|| ject of legislation which will come before this Con- 
|| gress; and while it is the most important, it is at 
|| the same time the most difficult; and 1 have a 
|| right to say that the country demands the action 
of this Congress on this partionlar subject-matter. 
|| There is not in this House a committee organ- 
|| ized with respect to this particular subject—the 
|| subject-matter of this bill, or any other bill with 
| the same object, embracing questions that pertain 
| to four or five of the regular standing committees 


of the House. More than that, the t difficult 
about this measure is the conflict of opinion wit 
| respect to the manner in which the bill should be 
| brought forward, and the conflict of interests be- 
tween different localities on the Atlantic side. 
Now, by the organization of a large special com- 
| mittee brought from the different sections of the 
country, whose business it shall be to frame a bill 
| avoiding or adjusting all conflicting interests, we 
|} may be able to present a bill which will possess 
sufficient claims to the confidence of this House 
to secure its affirmative action. 

Therefore, Mr. S er, I move that this bill, 
with the entire sub Matter, be referred to a 
| special committee of thirteen; and upon that mo- 
| tion I move the previous question. 

Mr. DEAN. I would ask the gentleman from 
\| California to withdraw the call for the previous 
uestion, until the bill is read again. : 
The SPEAKER. It canbe read by the unani- 
| mous consent of the House. ; 
| A Memper. Does the gentleman desire to have 
| the entire bill read ? 
| Mr. DEAN. The entire bill. ; 
| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. It is « long bill, and 
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reading of the billnow. _ AS 
The SPEAKER. It will be read by its title. 
The bill was accordingly again read by its title. 


i 


Mr.McDOUGALL. | withdraw thedemand for | 


the previous question, for the purpose of answer- 
ing an interrogatory. The character of this bill is 
inquired into. I wish to say to gentlemen that it 
is not material what the particular character of this 
bill is. The object which I have in view is to 


secure a committee. 


I do not flatter myself that I | 


have been able to mature a perfect bill; but, coming | 
from California, where we are not affected by | 


any of the local jnterests which disturb the States 


on this side, 1 think it my business to act upon | 


this matter. I do not claim that [ have brought 
forward a complete measure; but I ask the House 
to constitute a committee whose business it shall 
be to consider the opinions and views of all gen- 
tlemen who may present them to this body, so as 
to secure definite and sound action upon the 
naatter. I move the previous question. 


Mr. MILLSON. 1 wish to inquire of the Chair | 
whether, if the House should sustain the previous | 


question, it will not force us to vote between two 
propositions alone; the first upon a reference to a 
select committee, and, that failing, then upon the 
passage of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It will be competent, the 
revious question being sustained, to bring the 
{ouse to vote upon the bill, if the House refuse 

to refer. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question is upon sec- 

onding the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 


that question. 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Haran, of | 


Indiana, and CampBEe.. were appointed. 


I call for tellers upon | 


The House wad then divided, and the tellers | 


reported—ayes 84, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question'was then ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. McDov- 
GALL’s motion; and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

So the bill was referred to a select committee. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. DE WITT, from the Committee on En 
rolled Bills, reported back as correctly enrolled 
the following bills; which thereupon received the 
signature of the Speaker: 

‘* A bill to change the name of the American-built 
frigate Falcon to that of Queen City;’’ and 

** A bill to continue in force an act entitled ‘ An 
act relating to the settlement of private land claims 
in California, and for other purposes.’ ”’ 


SALARIES OF OFFICERS IN OREGON AND NEW 


MEXICO. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, Introduced a bill **to increase the 
salaries of the executive and judiciary officers in 
Oregon and New Mexico; which was read the 
first end second time by its title, and referred to 
the Cominittee on tle Judiciary. 


WILLAMETTE RIVER. 
Mr. L. also introduced a bill ‘‘to improve the 
navigation of the river Willamette, and to appro- 
priate money for that purpose;’’ which was read 


the first and seeond time by its title, and referred | 


to the Committee on Commerce. 


ROADS, ETC., IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. RICE, in pursuance of previous notice, in- 
troduced ‘‘a bill making further appropriations for 
continuing the construction of roads in the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota, in accordance with the esti- 
mates made by the War Department;”’ which was 
read the first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Territories. 

Also, a bill to purchase the Sioux half-breed 
reservation on Lake Pepin, in the Territory of Min- 
nesota; which was read the first and second time 


b 
dian Affairs. 

Also, a bill to establish additional land districts 
in the Territory of Minnesota; which was read 
the first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


INDIAN TITLES TO MINERAL LANDS. 
Mr. RIOE also submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affuirs be re- 


its title, and referred to the Committee on In- | 


TH 


B, CONGRESO! 


us members desire to look at it, I object to the || quested to inquire into the expediency of extinguishing the 
. , 4 


Indian title to the mineral Jands lying east of the Missis- 
sippi river, and west of lake Superior, and to report by bill, 
or otherwise. 


CLERK FOR COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 


Mr. FULLER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce todffer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be author- 
ized to employ a clerk forthe remaining time of the present 
session of Congress: Provided, the compensation to be 
paid said clerk shall not exceed four dollars per day. 

Mr. HOUSTON. A suspension of the rules 
is required to pass that resolution. 

The SPEAKER. 
's in order in presenting the resolution, his State 
having been regularly called for resolutions. 

Mr. FULLER. I hope the resolution will be 
adopted. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I move to amend the reso- 
lution so as to include the Committee on the Mi- 
litia. [A laugh.] 

Mr. WHEELER. And I move still further to 
amend it so as to include the Committee on the 
Expenditures of the War Department. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr, HAMILTON. I moveto lay the resolu- 


tion and amendments on the table. 


The question was put, and it was decided in the | 


affimative. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. WHEELER. I moveto reconsider the 
vote just taken, and I also move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 


The question was put on the latter motion, and | 


it was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on reconsidering the 
vote by which the resolution was laid upon the 
table; and, being put, it was decided in the nega- 
tive. 

So the House refused to reconsider the said 


| vote. 


| 





| 


| 
| 
| 





| 
} 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
House do now adjourn. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


can ask leave of the House to withdraw a resolu- 
tion which stands at the head of the Calendar. 


the session, but it was not acted on then, and now 
it never will be reached, unless I withdraw it; 
it will have to be printed in every Calendar from 
this time to the close of the session, and I wish, 
therefore, to withdraw it at once. 

Mr. DAVIS. I withdraw my motion for the 


purpose indicated by the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee, 

The SPEAKER. Is there amy objection to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee? 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the Honse do now proceed to the consideration of 
the business upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope that the motion 


| which has just been made will be agreed to. 


There are but two or three bills upon the table, 
which we can dispose of in a few minutes. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 


allow the States which have not been called this 
morning to be called for resolutions now. Some 
of them have not been called for a fortnight. 

The question was taken on Mr. Wasnpurne’s 
motion, and it was disagreed to. 


SURVEY OF A RIVER AND HARBOR. 


_ Mr. CROCKER offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, and adopted by || 


unanimous consent: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- | 


municate to this House a report of the survey of Taunton 


river and New Bedford harbor, in the State of Massachu- | 


seus, ordered by the last Congress. 


SURVEY OF SCITUATE HARBOR, 
Mr. CROCKER offered the following resolu- 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House the report of the survey of Scitu- 
ate harbor and North river, in the State of Massachusetts, 
ordered by the last Congress. 


PENSIONERS UNDER AcT OF 1853. 
_ Mr. EDMANDS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced the following bill; which was read 


NAL GLOBE. 


I object to it. | 
The gentleman from Maine || 


I move that the | 


I ask the gentle- | 
man from Indiana to withhold that motion until I | 


{| 


| introduced it sometime during. the early part of 


I trust that the gen- | 
tleman from I}inois will withdraw his motion to | 
go to the business upon the Speaker’s table, and | 
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‘| a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
| the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 


** A bill for the relief of pensioners under the 
_of February 3, 1853.” 


EX-ACTING CONSUL AT CONSTANTINOPLE, 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs to offer the follow. 
ing resolution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United State 
quested to furnish this House, if, in his opinion, the public 
| interests will allow, with all of the correspondence r: lative 
| to the alleged violation of the rights and forcible ejection 
from office of the acting consul of the United States at 
Constantinople, in July, 1851; also, the papers relative to 
the subsequent promotion of said acting consul to the con- 
sulate at said city; also, the papers relative to an ally ged 
refusal of Captain Stringham, of the United States Nay 
to convey said consul to his post in accordance with the 
instructions of the State and Navy Departments ; and ajso 
the correspondence relative to the removal of said consy! 
| from his place. 


| There was no objection to the consideration of 
the resolution; and, the question being taken, it 
| was adopted. 


| SUFFERERS ON STEAMER SAN FRANCISCO, 


Mr. CUTTING. I move that the resolution 
| which I had the honor to introduce this morning 
| in reference to the steamer San Francisco be re. 
| ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
| It was so ordered. 

THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

‘| Mr. SMITH, of New York. I beg leave to offer 
|| the following resolutions. 

|| The Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 


Whereas, all the members of the human family, notwith- 
standing all contrary enactments and arrangements, have 
| at all times, and in all circumstances, as equal a right to the 
| soil as to the light and air, because as equal a natural need 
| of the one as of the other; And whereas, this invariably 
|| equal right to the soil leaves no room to buy, or sell, or give 
it away: Therefore, 5 

1. Resolved, That no bill or proposition should find any 
favor with Congress which implies the right of Congress to 
dispose of the public lands, or any part of them, either by 
sale or gift. 

2. Resolved, That the duty of civil government in re- 
|| gard to public lands, and indeed to ail lands, is but to regu- 
late the occupation of them ; and that this regulation should 
ever proceed upon the principle that the right of all per- 
sons to the soil—to the great source of human subsistence— 
is as equal, as inherent, and as sacred, as ‘the right to life 
itseli. 

3. Resolved, That Government will have done but little 
toward securing the equal right to land, until it shall have 
made essential to the validity of every claim to land both 
the fact that,it is actually possessed, and the fact that it 
does not exceed in quantity the maximum which it is the 
duty of Government to prescribe. 

4. Resolved, That itis not because land monopoly is the 
| most efficient cause of inordinate and tyrannical riches on 

the one hand, and of dependent and abject poverty on the 
| other; and that itis not because it is, therefore, the most 
| efficient cause of that inequality of condition so well-nigh 
|| fatal to the spread of democracy and Christianity, that Gov- 
|| ernment is called upon to abolish it; but it is because the 
| right which this mighty agent of evil violates and tramples 
|| under foot is among those clear, certain, essential, natural 
|} rights which it is the province of Government to protect at 
| 
| 

| 

i 


act 


8 is re- 


ivy, 


tI 


i} 


| all hazards, and irrespective of all consequences. 


Mr. HIBBARD. I move that the resolutions 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS., 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then put on the motion to lay 
the resolutions on the table, and it was agreed to. 


ASSAY OFFICE IN NEW YORK. 

Mr. WALKER. I offer the following resolu- 
tion; and on its adoption | move the previous 
|| question. ; 

The Clerk read the resolution; as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, required to report to this House whether the as- 
say office now in course of construction in the city of New 
York is of sufficient capacity for the coinage of gold and 
silver; and if so, whether, in his opinion, it would be con- 
venient and proper for Congress to authorize said coinage 
at the said office. 

Mr. WALKER. On that resolution I move 
the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. Undertherule of the House 
the resolution must lie over. 

Mr. WALKER. Does not the motion for the 
previous question relieve it from the operation of 
that rule? ; 

The SPEAKER. The motion for the previous 

uestion does not exempt it from the operation of 
the rule. We havean express rule which requires 
|| that all resolutions calling for information must 
\| lie over one day. That is the language of the rule. 
'| But the Chair hears no objection to the mouon. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. 1 object. 


I call for the yeas and nays 


| 
| 
| 
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Mr. WALKER. Then I move the suspension 
of the rules, or of so much of the rules as applies 
to this case. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I did not hear the resolution 
distinctly. Will the Clerk read it again? 

The resolution was accordingly read a second 
time. 


York moves to suspend the rule, which requires 
the resolution to lie over one day. 

Mr. WALKER. [I call for tellers upon that 
mouon. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was not agreed to. 

So the resolution went over under the rules. 


THANKS OF CONGRESs. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. 1 was prevented this 
morning from submitting the resolutions which I 
hold in my hand, and I offer them now, moving 
at the same time to refer them to the select com- 
mittee which is to be appointed to consider the 
subject-matter of similar resolutions which were 
offered this morning, and upon the resolutions | 
call the previous question. 

The resolutions were read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to have prepared a joint resolution, extending the 
thanks of Congress to Captdin Creighton, of the British 
ship Three Bells, to the commanders of the bark Kilby, 
of Boston, and ship Antarctic, of New York, forthe humane 
and generous conduct in rescuing the officers and crew of 
the nail steamer San Francisco in their tate perilous expo- 
sure on the ocean; which was accomplished at the imminent 
hazard of their lives, and those who acted under their 
command. 

Resolved, That the committee, by bill or otherwise, re 
port the necessary legislation, making provision by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to indemnify the losses in- 
curred by the commanders and owners ef the vessels above 
named, in their endeavors to save the lives of the officers 
and soldiers of the United States Army from the wreck of 
the San Francisco, and to inquire into the propriety of 
gramming some testimonial of approbation to the command- 
ers, Officers, and crew of the Three Bells, Kilby, and Ant- 
arctic. 


The SPEAKER. The committee to which the 
gentleman proposes to refer the resolutions is a 


joint committee of the two Houses. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. Then If move that it be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
so referred. 


REMOVAL OF GREENE C. BRONSON. 
Mr. MAURICE offered the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the removal of Greene C. Bronson, late 
Collector of the port of New York, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, for the causes alleged in the correspondence he- 
tween such Secretary and the said Bronson, and the re- 
cently published letter of the Attorney General of the United 
States to a citizen of Massachusetts, in relation to the de- 
sign of the Government te “crush out’? a particular senti- 
ment of political action, were, and each of them was, a 
gross infringement of the sacred principle of State rights, 
and an attempt on the part of the Federal Government to 
control or influence the free exercise of the elective fran- 
chise by the people of sovereign States, and, as such, de- 
serves the disapprobation and censure of this House. 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire and report whether any legislation is 
necessary to preserve from future violation the inalienable 
right of the citizens of the several States to conduct their 
separate State elections in theirown way, unawed and un- 


influenced by the interference of federal officers in such 
elections. 


Mr. WALSH. 
lution. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 
upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from New York to debate the resolution 
carries it over. 


PROTECTION TO AMERICAN CITIZENS. 


Mr. LYON presented the following resolation; 


which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs: 


Resolved, That the sentiments of his Excellency the 
President of the United States, as set forth in his inau- 
gural address, in respect to the rightof every American 
citizen, in any part of the world, to the protection of the 
United States Government, and the great principles of inter- 
national law enunciated in the correspondence of Secretary 
Marcy, with the Chevalier Hiilsemann, are hereby recog- 
nized and affirmed, and that whenever a proper occasion 
occurs, the same ought to be applied and enforced. 


_ Mr. PERKINS. I move that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. ROWE. I ask leave to withdraw the 
papers and petition of Joseph M. Young, asking 
for an increase of pansion tor services in the war 


I propose to debate that reso- 


I move to lay the resolution 


—— ae eee 


| Mr. FLORENCE. 
|| will withdraw his motion for a moment. 


i 


i 

| other proof. 

| Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

| The SPEAKER. Itis competent for the House 
to vote it. 


| Mr. LETCHER. 


It is not unusual for gentle- 


'} men to withdraw papers, and to present them, 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New. 


after an interval of ten years, in an entirely differ- 
entshape. I have no objection to allowing cer- 
tified copies to be taken of the papers. 

The SPEAKER. If debated, the proposition 
goes over. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
| House adjourn. 


NEW REGISTER. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
| Bills, reported back, as correctly enrolled, a bill 
| **to change the name of the American-built brig 
John Dutton, and to grant a register in her name;”’ 
which thereupon received the signature of the 
Speaker. 


I move that the 


| 
| - S 
THE NAVIGATION OF THE HUDSON. 
Mr. WHEELER. I offer the following reso- 
| lution: : 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
| communicate to this House for what reasons the appropria- 
| tion of 350,000, made by the last Congress for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Hudson river, has been 
withheld; and, also, why some definite action has not been 
| taken in reference to the said improvement.’’ 


Mr. EASTMAN, I object. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 


| House adjourn. 


j 


I move that the 


I hope that the gentleman 


Mr. DRUM. I hold in my hands a resolution 
relative to the pay and mileage of Mr. Muhlen- 
berg, which I desire to offer. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I wish to inquire if the mo- 
tion to adjourn prevails, whether it would be in 
order to introduce resolutions for the next two 
weeks; all the States have not been called, and I 
think it is unfair to adjourn now, without com- 

leting the cail of the States. 

The SPEAKER. The question now pending 


ana, (Mr. Davis,] that the House adjourn. 
Mr. WHEELER. 

nays on the adjournment. 
{Loud Cries of **Oh, no!”’ 


demand. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I renew it. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I ask for tellers on 
the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
| The question was then taken; and, on a divi- 
| sion, there were—ayes 73, noes 75. 
| So the House refused to adjourn. 


CIRCUIT COURT IN NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


Mr. HAVEN, in pdrsuance of previous notice, 
introduced the following bill; which was read a 


| first and second time by its title, and referred to | 


| the Committee on the Judiciary: 

| **A bill to provide for holding a stated session 
of the circuit court of the United States for the 
northern district of New York at the city of Buf- 
falo, in said district, and to increase the salary of 
| the district judge in said district.” 

| Mr. H., im moving the reference of the above 
bill to the Committee on the Judiciary, expressed 
| a hope that that committee would give it an early 

consideration. 


i 

COMMON SCHOOLS IN THE DISTRICT. 

| Mr. HAVEN. [ desire to offer a resolution. 
| It is one in which I have no personal interest as a 
| Representative; but I offer it at the urgent request 
| of several gentlemen who are citizens of the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia, and I desire some action on the 
| subject at the proper time. 

The resolution is in these words: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum- 
| bia be instructed to inquire whether there are any, and if 
| any, what laws are now in force in the District of Colum- 
| bia in reference to schools in said District; and that said 


| and expedient by Congress on the subject of common 


schools in said District; and that said committee report by 
bill or otherwise. 


It will be perceived that the resolution mere! 


is the motion made by the gentleman from Indi- | 


{ demand the yeas and | 


Mr. WHEELER. Well, I will withdraw the | 


L GLOBE. 





| 
| 
i 


| 
i] 


| 
| 





|} Committee further inquire whether legislation is needed | 


83 





of 1812, for the purpose of verification, and for [ The question was taken upon the resolution, 


and it was agreed to. 


THE ERIE CANAL. 
Mr. FLAGLER submitted the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making surtable 


grants of public lands to aid in the enlargement of the Erie 
Canal. 


The question was taken upon the resolution; and 
it was rejected. 
INVALID PENSIONS. 
Mr. SIMMONS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced the following bill; which was read 


a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 


‘‘A bill concerning invalid pensions, and regu- 
lating the time of their commencement.”’ 

HENRY A. MUHLENBERG, DECEASED. 

Mr. DRUM offered the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to direct the 
payment to the widow of the Hon. Henry A. Muhlenberg, 


| deceased, late a member of this House, the daily pay and 


mileage due him at the day of his death. 


Mr. DEAN. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 


DISASTERS TO THE COMMERCIAL MARINE. 

Mr. DRUM. 
tion. 

Mr. WHEELER. Let Pennsylvania have as 
fair a chance as the other States. 

Mr. DEAN. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. DRUM. 1 offer the following resolution; 
and if there be objection to its consideration, move 
a suspension of the rules: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing, by 


I desire to offer another resolu- 


| law, the Secretary of the Navy to equip and maintain 


three pablic vessels at the harbors of Boston, New York, 


} and Norfolk, respectively, which may promptly be used by 


the Navy Department, in the event of any disaster to. our 
cowmercial marine, or of any other exigency requiring 
their aid. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
bate that resolution. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. LILLY. Did not the Chair forget to call 
the State of New Jersey in its order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was about to 


I propose to de- 


| state to the House that he had, through inadver- 
|| tence, skipped over the State of New Jersey in 


the call upon States for resolutions. 
Mr. LiLLY. I would ask whether, if the 


| House now adjourns, New Jersey or Pennsylva- 
|| nia will be the first State in the call at the next 
| time? 


TheSPEAKER. New Jersey. If the House 
refuses to adjourn, it is the purpose of the Chair 


| to call New Jersey. 


The question was taken, and the House refused 


\| to adjourn; there being, on a division, only 63 in 
| the affirmative. 


Mr. LILLY. 
inquiry. 

Mr. DEAN. The gentleman cannot do so 
now, fur the reason that there is already a resolu- 
tion pending. : 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs 
on the resolution proposed by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Drum. } 

Mr. MAXWELL. I propose an amendment 
to the gentleman’s resolution. I move that a ves- 
sel of the character proposed be also stationed at 
Pensacola, in the State of Florida, 

Mr. FLORENCE, I would also suggest that 
there be one at the Delaware break water. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I would ask the gentleman 
who has offered the resolution one question. I 


I desire to offer a resolution of 


| do not propose to offer an amendment. 


The SPEAKER. No discussion, no amend- 
ment is now in order. 
Mr. MAXWELL, _If the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania accepts the amendment | have pro- 
osed, I will introduce it at this point. 
TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman’s amendment 
will be in order after the House determines the 
rccoune to suspend the rule requiring the reso- 


ution, as it is one for information, to lie over one 
day. 


| asks for an inquiry into the subject, and 1 hope|| ‘The question was then put on the motion to 
'| the House will pass it. I} sui 


spend the rule, and it was not agreed to. 
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Mr. LILLY. I propose the following resolu- 
tion: * 

ILesolved. That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency ot making a 





in California; and to report by bill or otherwise. 


of Jand to James W. Marshall, the discoverer of gold | 


The question was put on the adoption of the | 


resolution; and was not agreed to. 
Mr. HAMILTON. 
now adjourn. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
on that motion, 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Perkins, of 
New York, and CLineman were appointed, 
The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ted—ayes 83, noes not counted. 


po! 5 . 
Mr. FLORENCE, I call for the yeas and nays, 


TI 


1 move that the House do 


1 call for tellers 


and move that tellers be appointed on the yeas and | 


nays 
‘lhe yeas and nays were not ordered. 


The tellers then resumed their places; and having | 


counted the negative votes, reported noes 44. 

So the motion was carried, and the House ac- 
cordingly adjourned at twenty-five minutes before 
four o'clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 17, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wituiam H. Micsern. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
STEAMSHIP SAN FRANCISCO. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. appointed Messrs. 
Sureios, Gwin, Pearce, Hamu, and Evererr 
the select committee on the part of the Senate, in 
accordance with the resolution adopted yesterday, 
to join such committee as may be appointed by 
the Llouse of Representatives, to consider and 
report on a proper form of suitable acknowledg- 


ment to the gallant men who rescued the passen- | 


gers and crew of the steamship San Francisco. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 


communication from the Post Office Department, | 


communicating, in compliance with the resolution 


of the Oth instant, a statement of the causes of 


the detentions of the northern mail between the 
cities of New York and Washington; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, a communication from the State Depart- 


ment, tranamitting, incompliance with the acts of | 


April 20, 1818, and August 26, 1842, a statement 
of the names of clerks and other officers employed 
in the Department, or in any of its offices, during 
the year 1853, &c. 


Also, a communication from the Department of 


the Interior, transmitting, in compliance with the 
joint resolution of May 29, 1830, a list of such 


persons as have made application for pensions, | 


and who ought, in the opinion of the Department, 

to be placed on the pension rolls, but for which 

there 1s no sufficient authority in law, on account 

of an omission in the act of February 3, 1853, to 

provide for their class of claims; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the memorial of 
Jacques Charlant, praying for arrearages of pay 
for services in the war of the Revolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, praying for the reduction of 
ocean postage; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CHASE presented the petition of John 
Young, and other citizens of Ohio, praying that 
further protection be afforded to inventors, and 
those holding rights under them; which was re- 
= to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 

fice. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have in my hand a memo- 
rial from citizens of New Yerk, in which they 
pray that Congress will take such steps as may 

e necessary to separate the Federal Government 
from all connection whatever with slavery and the 
slave trade by the repealing of all acts authorizing 
or supporting the same. Among the signers of 
this memorial are many eminent in various walks 
of life. Here are William Jay and John Jay, 
who in the second and third generation honor the 








| name of an illustrious revolutionary patriot, and | 


the first chief justice of this country. Here also 
is the name of our recent associate in this body, 
John P. Hale. As this memorial, in its various 
points and bearings, is not within the province of 
any single standing committee of the body, 1 shall 
not move its reference to any one of them; but 
shall await the motion for a special committee. 
In the mean time, I move that it lie upon the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr.SUMNER. I have also a remonstrance, 
signed by some of the same persons from the city 
of New York, against paying for the Amistad 
negroes, on the ground that they were native ne- 
groes who had been kidnapped and reduced to 
slavery by an act of piracy. As the question of 
paying for these negroes is now before the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, | move the reference 
of the remonstrance to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. COOPER presented the petition of Robert 
C. Thompson, only surviving child and adminis- 
trator of William Thompson, praying to be al- 
lowed the seven years’ half pay to which his father 
was entitled for services during the revolutionary 
war; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, 


| praying that the United States Mint in that city 
| may not be removed therefrom; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Also, the petition of Mary F. B. Levely, pray- 
ing to be allowed the arrears of pension due her 


| husband, Henry Levely; which was referred to 


the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, presented 
the petition of John Reddin, late a soldier in the 
army, and discharged on account of a disability, 
praying a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition of citizens of 


| Allen county, Indiana, praying a donation of land 


to the States of Indiana, Illinois, and lowa, for the 
construction of a railroad from Fort Wayne via 
Rochester, Lacon, New Boston, and Wapello, to 
Council Bluff City; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented a petition of Daniel 
Kelly, praying compensation for his losses and 
suffering during his imprisonment in the Island of 


| Cuba in 1810; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
Hiram Paulding, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a bill for his relief. ‘The bill was read, and 
ordered to a second reading; and the report was 


| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the petition of Albert 
Hart, reported a billincreasing his pension; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, reported a 


| bill for the relief of Lavinia Taylor; which was 


read, and ordered to a second reading. 
He also, from the same committee, submitted 


adverse reports upon the petitions of John Brown | 
/}and Orson Young; which were ordered to be 


printed, 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, from the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office, to 


| which was referred the memorial of Joseph L. 


Smith, praying that certain public documents 
may be given to each of the common schools of 
the United States, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to. 
He also, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
John Sean authority to locate a land 
warrant grant 
1812, on any public lands subject to private entry, 
asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands; which was agreed to. 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- || 


tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill to ex- 
tend the provisions of the several laws granting 
bounty lands to officers and soldiers who have 
been engaged in the military service of the United 
States, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands; which was agreed to. 


EB CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


to him for services in the war of | 
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He also, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
the papers in the case of William Eaton, in 
the case of James D. Cobb, and in the case of A. 
A. Cole; which was agreed to. The reports of 
the committee were ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred the papers in the case of Allen G. 
Johnson, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Adam B. Stewart, a 
paymaster in the United States Army, reported a 
bill for his relief; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on- Pensions, 
to which were referred the petition of Catharine 
Clark, and the petition of Benjamin Perkins, sub- 
mitted adverse reports thereon. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which were referred documents in 
the case of William Senna Factor, reported a bil! 
for his relief; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of John M. Mackintosh, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee. on Claims; which was 
agreed to. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Theselect committee to which 
were referred the bill to provide for the ascertain- 
ment and satisfaction of French spoliations prior 
to July 31, 1801, and sundry papers on the sub- 
ject, has direeted me to report back the bill, with 
a recommendation in favor of its passage. | de- 
sire to give notice that I shall at an early day ask 
for a vote of the Senate upon the bill. 


MAJOR RINGGOLD. 
Mr. JOHNSON. The Committee on Military 


Affairs, to which was referred a joint resolution 
for the presentation of a sword to the nearest male 
relative of the late Major Samuel Ringgold, has 
had the same under consideration, and directed 
me to report that it is inconsistent with the insti- 
tutions of the country to pass such a resolution. 
Honors and distinctions are not hereditary with 
us. The committee does not think that an excep- 
tion should be made by special legislation; and, 
therefore, while it acknowledges the meritorious 
services and gallant conduct of the Jate Major 
Ringgold, it directs me to report adversely, and to 
move that the joint resolution lie upon the table. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. EVERETT gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Charles 
A. Kilby. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, in accordance with previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to authorize the sale of reserved lands, and for 
other purposes; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SHIELDS asked, and by unanimous con 
sent, obtained leave to introduce a bill to aid the 
Territory of Minnesota in constructing a railroad 
for military, postal, and other purposes; which 
was read twice by its title, ond referred to the 
Committee on Territories. ; 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, asked, and by unani- 
mous consent, obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the payment of outstanding loan office and 
final settlement certificates, issued for money 
loaned, or for services, or for supplies during the 
revolutionary war; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. : 

Mr. NORRIS, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to in- 

corporate the proprietors of the Washington Cem- 
etery; which was read a first and second time by 
|| its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
| District of Columbia, 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN.OHIO. 


Mr. CHASE. I ask the Senate to proceed to 
_ the consideration of the bill to divide the State of 
|| Ohio into two judicial districts. It will be remem- 
|| bered that a few days ago, this bill was considered 
| by the Senate; but on the motion of the Sena- 
! tor from North Carolina, [Mr. Bapeer,] it was 
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referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. That | 
committee has had the bill under consideration, | 
and has reported it with one or two amendments, 
one of which was suggested by that Senator. | 
hope the bill will be taken up. 

Mr. WADE. I wish my colleague would con- 
sent to let that bill lie over fora few days. J amin 
favor of the bill myself, but I have received sev- 
eral communications from the central part of Ohio, 
informing me that the people of certain portions 
of the State are not satisfied that it ought to be di- 
vided, and they wish to come here and make their 
opposition known. They, in fact, desire that I 
should cause the bill to be delayed until the be- 
ginning of February; when they expect to be | 
here, and show reasons why the bill should not be 
passed. 1 hardly think they can show that. I 
am in favor of the bill; but | am willing to give 
them an opportunity to make their opposition 
known. For that reason, 1 would prefer that the | 
bill should lie over until they can appear and state 
their own views upon it. 

Mr. CHASE. I think I can satisfy my col- | 
league that this bill should be taken up and passed 
now. 

1 have in my hand, and should have presented 
to the Senate, but for the report of the committee, 
a memorial signed by fifty members of the Legis- 
lature, of all parties, from all parts of the State, 
urging the hes consideration of the bill. If it 
is not considered at an early period of the session, 
it can hardly receive the action of the House of 
Representatives. It has been defeated once before 
by delay. There are, undoubtedly, gentlemen in 
the interior of the State who will object to the 
— of this bill, inasmuch as the court is now 
ocated at Columbus. Its passage would interfere 
with the comfort of a few, while it would mate- 
rially advance the interest of nearly all the suitors, 
and the convenience of nearly the whole bar. Un- 
der these circumstances I feel justified in asking | 
the Senate to proceed to the consideration of the 
bill at this time. It is in accordance with the 
wishes of the mermbers of the Legislature, and in 
accordance with the wishes of a great majority of 
the people of the State. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in || 
the chair). The Chair will apprise the Senator 
from Ohio that the amendments have been sent to 
the printer, who has not yet returned them. 

Mr. CHASE. The bill was printed when it | 
was introduced. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Buttheamend- | 
ments are not here to be acted upon. 

Mr. BADGER. Let it go over for the pres- 
ent. 

Mr. CHASE. Such being the case, I will 
a my request for the consideration of the 

ill. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. BUTLER, it was 


Ordered. That the petition of Mary Perry be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and papers in the case of || 


Theodore E. Elliott be withdrawn from the files of the Sen- | 
ate, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of E. A. Williams and W. 
D. Ligon be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of the 
widow and children of John Balster be withdrawn from the 


files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 


On motionby Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and accompanying papers in | 
the case of William Gunton and others be withdrawn from | 


the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Da- 
vid P. Wells be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


CENSUS REPORT. 


Mr. BENJAMIN submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: 


Resolved, That one hundred copies of the census volume | 
of 1850, out of the extra number of copies printed for the | 
use of the Senate, be delivered to the Superintendent of | 


the Census for distribution from his office, and for preserva- 
tion in it. ( 








HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill from the House of Representatives to 
amend an act entitled **An act to divide the State 
of Arkansas into two judicial districts,’’ approved 
March 3, 1851, was read a first and second time 


by its title. 


The PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, if there be no 


| objection. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. This bill should properly 
be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


| It relates entirely to amendments of the Indian 
| intercourse law. I move that it be referred to the 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The bill from the House of Representatives, 


| to secure the rights of citizenship to the children 


of citizens of the United States, born out of the 


| limits thereof, was read a first and second time 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
SALINE LANDS IN WISCONSIN. 
Mr. WALKER. The Committee on Public 


| Lands, to which was referred the memorial of the 


commissioner appointed by the State of Wisconsin 


| to locate and select saline lands in the State, pray- 


ing that the land may be granted to the State for 
the benefit of the University, has directed me to 
report a bill relinquishing to the State of Wiscon- 


sin lands reserved for salt springs therein. 


The bill was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading, 

Mr. WALKER. That bill, it will be recol- 
lected by the Senate, proposes to grant no land 
whatever to the State of Wisconsin; but briefly 
what it does provide for is this: To Wisconsin, as 
to the other States formed out of the Northwest- 
ern Territory, were granted twelve salt springs, 
with six sections of Jand adjacent to each. That 
land has been located by the commissioner author- 
ized to make the location by the Legislature of 


| Wisconsin. The State now comes forward with 
| a memorial, which is among the papers, and asks 


Congress to change the purpose for which the 
land was granted, from that of saline purposes to 
that of aiding our State University. It is simply 


| to change the appropriation of land from the one 
| purpose to the others As there will probably be 


no contest about it, I ask that the bill may be cen- 
sidered and passed now. 

The bill was read a second time, and considered 
by the Senate as in Committee of the Whole; and 
no amendment being proposed, it was reported to 
the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


JOHN FAGAN. 


Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of John 


| Fagan, reported a bill for his relief; which was 


read a first time, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. JOHNSON. With the permission of the 
Senate, | will make a brief statement in reference 


| to this bill. It has been depending in the other 
branch of Congress for several years. It has been 


considered by committees, and has been favor- 


| ably reported upon several times, and hence it has 
| been maturely examined. It isnotacase of much 
| magnitude, for it only involves some two hundred 
| and twenty-two days’ services, which are worth 
| $444. I believe that is the amount. 


Mr. ADAMS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. JOHNSON. It is a case which is proved 
by the records from the War Department. This 


| is my recollection of it; and as it has been more 


recently examined by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, he can correct me, if I fall into any error. 
The claim is for services in the Indian Depart- 
ment many years ago by the applicant, who is 
now a very old man, who has hitherto failed to 
get it through the other House for—as Sienators 
are aware is frequently the case—want of time. If 
necessary, I will ask that the report of the com- 


mittee be read; and I express the hope that the |) 


Senate will put the bill upon its passage. 

The bill was read a second time by unanimous 
consent, and considered by the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to direct that 


four hundred and forty-four dollars be paid to | 


John Fagan for his services in taking charge of a 
delegation of Seminole Indians, and removing 
them from Florida to the country west of the Ar- 
kansas. * 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
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|| corporation. 
| be, that a great number of men associated may 





amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CAPTAIN LEWIS WARRINGTON. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill for the relief of M. K. Warrington and C. 
St. J. Chubb, executors of Captain Lewie War- 
ripgton and others. It proposes to direct the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to open an account with the 
parties named, the officers and crew of the sloop- 
of-war Peacock, their legal representatives and 
assigns, on account of one moiety of the proceeds 
of the ship Epervier, her tackle, guns, implements 
of war, and specie on board at the time of her 
capture in 1814; which moiety was, by mistake, 
paid into the Treasury of the United States; and 
to satisfy their respective rights therein, according 
to the act of April 23, 1800, for the better gov- 
ernment of the Navy of the United States, and to 
pay the sum which may be found due. 

Ihe report of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
was read, from which the following facts appeared: 
In April, 1814, the British ship Epervier was cap- 
tured by the United States ship-of-war Peacock, 
and afterward, in the district court of Georgia, 

| decreed, with her tackle, guns, and other imple- 
ments of war, as a prize to the captors; and a sale 
ordered to be made by the marshal. A large sum 
of specie on board was also decreed to bea prize. 
The sale was made. The Epervier was a vessel 
of equal force with the Peacock, as appears by 
the report of the captors, by the report of thé 
officer put in charge by Captain Warrington, by 
the negotiations between the Department and Cap- 
tain Warrington for the purchase of the prize, 
| and by the decree of condemnation. 

By the act of April 25, 1850, it is enacted that 
the proceeds of all vessels, and the goods taken 
on board of them, of equal force with the captur- 
ing vessel, shall be adjudged good prizes. In this 
case, however, one moiety was, by mistake, paid 
into the Treasury of the United States. It is to 
remedy this mistake that the committee recom- 
mend the passage of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading, read a third time, and passed. 
MOSES OLMSTEAD. 

On motion by Mr. WADE, the bill for the re- 
lief of Moses Olmstead was read a second time, 
_ and considered by the Senate as in Committee of 
| the Whole. 

[t proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 

| rior to place his name on the vated Gtntiion list, 
at a pension of eight dollars a month for life, 

from January 20, 1853. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 

amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading, read a third time, and passed. 

PIONEER MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

| On motion by Mr NORRIS, the Senate, as in 

Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 

| tion of the bill to incorporate the Pioneer Manu- 

| facturing Company of Georgetown, in the District 

| of Columbia, the pending question being on the 
amendment submitted by Mr. Pertit, when the 


|| bill was formerly under consideration, to add the 


‘| following: 

| “And provided, further, That the stockholders, individ- 

|} ually and collectively, shall be responsible for ali the acts 

| done, and obligations incurred, for the corporation created 

, by this act.” 

| Mr. PETTIT. In offering that amendment, I 
did not design to occupy the time of the Senate 

| in the discussion of the principle involved in it. It 
is one so well understood, and has been so much 

'| discussed in all the legislative bodies of the coun- 


|| try, as well as before the public otherwise, that I 
| think no new light can be thrown upon the prin- 
|, ciple proposed by me to be ingrafted upon the 
|| bill. Heretofore, | understand that this manu- 


| facturing has been carried on by an individual, 
| whose name I do not now remember, who has 


|| been liable for all his engagements and contracts 


| in reference to this manufacturing business. He 


|| may have had one or two partners with him. He 


| now proposes, as | understand, to extend the 
number of ap and obtain an act of in- 
he only object of a corporation can 


assume a given or fictitious or legislative name to 
| avoid difficulty in making and executing contracts, 
| to avoid difficulties in suits and litigations. 
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That is the main object of an incorporation, It 
is neither more nor less than a partnership to be 
created here; and I cannot consent to create it by 
an enactment of Congress. I cannot see why 
those whom he associates with himself, those into 
whose confidence he enters—and they entering 
into his ia return—should not be collectively lia- 
ble for all the engagements incurred in the carry- 
ing on of that business for which he himself was 
individually liable before. It is beyond my power 
of comprehension. 

li is no more and no less than a partnership. 
if A starts a mercantile or manufacturing busi- 
ness here, you say by your law he shall be liable 
for all the debts incurred for carrying it on, of any 
and every description. But you say, if you do 
not adopt this amendment, that if a dozen or 
iwenty men associate themselves together for the 
same purpose, they shall not be, or need not be, 
hable for all their debts. This is a violation of 
principle, and one which ought not to be adopted. 

Gentlemen may say it is a convenience for these 
men who propose to carry on this business. That 
ray be all true; it may be a convenience for all 
of us to slip a liability for our engagements; but 
let me say to Senators that it is a convenience, 
and an especial convenience, to the employees of 
this corporation, and to the persons from whom it 
may purchase its commodities for manufacturing, 
that they shall be secure; that there shall be a 
liability by which they may be indemnified for 
labor done and performed, or for materials fur- 
nished. 

I know no reason, I repeat, why it is that a 
dozen men, associated under the name of a corpo- 
ration, shall be exempt from liability, when one 
or two would be liable for all their engagements in 
carrying on the same business. I ask for the yeas 
and nays upon the adoption of the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered and taken, 
with the following result: 

¥Y EAS—Messre. Adama, Allen, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, 
Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, 
E.vans, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, Johnson, 
Jones of fowa, Mallory, Norris, Pettit, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Bart, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, Walker, Wil- 
hams, and Wright—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Cooper, Daw- 
son, Everett, Fish, Foot, Jones ef Tennessee, Mason, 
Pearce, Smith, Sumner, and Thompson of Kentucky—14. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 








The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read a third time, and passed. 


THE NEBRASKA TERRITORY. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I wish to give 
notice that on Monday next I shall ask the Senate 
to take up the bill to organize the Territory of Ne- 
braska. I give this notice for the purpose of call- 
ing the attention of Senators to the subject. 

Mr. SUMNER subsequently gave notice that 
when the bill to organize the Territory of Ne- 
Lraska should come up for consideration, he would 
move the following amendment: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
etrued to abrogate or in any way contravene the act of March 
6, 1840, entitled “An act to authorize the people of Mis- 
court Territory to form a constitution and State govern- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into the Union 
onan equal footing with the original States, and to pro- 
hilut slavery in certain Territories ;’? wherein it is expressly 
enacted that “in all that territory ceded by France to the 
United States, under the name of Louisiana, which lies 
north of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, 
notinciuded within the limits of the State contemplated by 
this act, slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise than 
in the punishment of crimes, whereof the party shail have 
heen duly convicted, shall be, and is hereby, forever pro- 
hibited.” 

‘The amendment was received informally, and 
ordered to be printed. 


JOSEPH GIDEON. 

On motion by Mr. BELL, the Senate proceeded 
to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill for the relief of Joseph Gideon, 

It proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- 
cer to settle and adjust the account of Joseph Gid- 
eon as an acting purser of the storeship Fredo- 


aud from June 8, 1848, to January 18, 1851, and 
to pay him the difference between the compensa- 


TH 


i 
i 


nia, from December 18, 1847, to May 16, 1848, | 


tion of a captain’s clerk and an acting purser | 


during those periods. 


The bili was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, and was read a third me and passed. 


andere. Mites it 


JUDITH WORTHEN. 


“Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the petition of the 
heirs of Judith Worthen, deceased, reported a bill 
for their relief; which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HAMLAN. That bill has passed the Sen- 
ate half a dozen different times, I believe. Its de- 
sign is to place the heirs of the individual within | 
the provision of the general law, where she would 
have been placed but for the rule adopted by the 
Department. A general law has been passed, | 
bringing all within its principle except this one 
person. I therefore hope the Senate will con- 
sider and pass the bill now. It is a bill involving 
the payment of some $200. I move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to its consideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
the bill. elt proposes to direct the Secretary of 
War to pay to the heirs of Judith Worthen, de- 
ceased, widow of Isaac Worthen, late a revolu- 
tionary pensioner, such sum as she would, if now 
living, be entitled to receive under the ‘‘ act grant- | 
ing half pay and pension to certain widows;”’ ap- 
proved July 7, 1838, and the several acts of Con- | 
gress on the same subject subsequent thereto, 

At the request of Mr. BRIGHT, the report of | 
the Committee on Pensions was read, from which 
the following facts appear: Judith Worthen ap- | 
plied at the Pension Office for a pension, under the 
act of July 7, 1838, which gave to the widows of | 
certain revolutionary soldiers, for the term of five | 
years from March 4, 1836, the annuity or pension 
which might have been allowed to her husband 
under a previous act, if living at the time it was 
passed. Her husband received his pension under 
the previous act referred to until his death, on the 
first of March, 1841. 

On the third of March, 1843, she made her 
declaration, under the act of July 7, 1838, and the 
next month filed her papers with the Commis- 

| sioner of Pensions; but they were not finally acted 
upon until April 30, 1844, on which day an act was 
passed providing that no pension should thereafter 
| be granted to a widow for the same time for which || 
her husband had received one. The five years for 
| which the pension is claimed by the widow, by 
the act of July 7, 1838, extends from March 4, 
1836, to March 4, 1841. The husband died | 
| March 1, 1841, and, in consequence of the law of | 
that date, the Commissioner granted his widow a | 
pension for only three days. ‘This arose from the | 
| neglect to examine her papers in time. It is, | 
therefore, claimed that the delay should not preju- | 
dice her right, and that the money should be paid | 
to her heirs. To avoid the injustice of the act of | 
1844, in cases like this, a joint resolution was 
passed January 3, 1845, providing that the restric- | 
tion should not be considered to affect the claims of | 
those widows whose applications for pensions or | 


arrears of pensions, had been made at the passage | F 


of the resolution. The restriction was reénacted 
in February 1845. But such a case as this was | 
excepted from its operation. On this statement | 
of the facts the committee reported the bill. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was read a third time, and | 
passed. 
EZRA WILLIAMS. 
Mr. CHASE, from the Committee on Claims, | 
to which was referred the petition of Ezra Wil- | 
liams, reported a bill for his relief; which was read 
a first time, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. CHASE. As that claim is a very merito- 
rious one, and the amount is very small, I ask the | 
unanimous consent of the Senate to considerit now. 
The bill was read a second time by unanimous 
consent, and considered by the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury to pay, to Ezra Williams $500, in full, for his | 
services in preparing an alphabetical index of the | 
numerical register of warrants in the land bounty 
division of the general land office under direction 
of the late Commissioner, Richard M. Young. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without |, 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CLAIMS IN THE BASTROP GRANT. | 


Mr. SLIDELL. I ask the Senate to proceed || 
| now to the consideration of the bill * confirming || 
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certain land claims in Louisiana 
gran 
the last session of Congress. It merely proposes 
to carry into effect the provisions of a previous 
law, and there can be no possible objection to it, 
It will occupy but a very few minutes. 
that the bill be taken up. 





Jan. 17, 





in the Bastrop 
This bill was passed by the Senate at 


t.?? 


I move 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 


ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. 


It proposes to confirm such of the claims en- 


tered in the report of the register and receiver at 
Monroe, Louisiana, of July 30, 1852, as, in their 
opinion, ought to be confirmed, according to the 
principles of the act of Congress of March 3, 1851, 
in pursuance of which their report was made; 
_which confirmation is to operate only as a relin- 
quishment on the part of the United States. 
also provides, that where any claim, thus pro- 
posed to be confirmed, was not actually located 
prior to March 3, 1851, no location of it shall be 
made to the prejudice of any actual settler; but 
such claim may be located on any public land in 
the Ouachita district, subject to private entry. 


It 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


PRE-EMPTION IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. GWIWN asked and obtained the unanimous 


consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for the 


extension of the preémption privilege in the State 
of California; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred tothe Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, subsequently said: [ 
am instructed by the Committee on Public Lands, 
to which the bill for the extension of the pre- 
emption privilege in the State of California was 
referred, to report it back, with a recommendation 
that it pass. As it isa matter of very great im- 
portance to the people of that State, and as itisa 
simple extension of the preémption privilege, I 
ask that the bill be now considered. 

No objection was made, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to direct that the provisions 
of the act of September 4, 1841, granting pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the public lands, as 
modified and made applicable to the State of Cali- 
fornia, by the act of March 3, 1853, shail be 
further modified, so far as such claims apply to 
lands subject to private entry, by granting to each 
settler in the State who is entitled to preémption 
under those laws, an extension of time, for the 
term of two years, after the commencement of 
settlement, as the period within which the proof 
of right and payment shall be made for the lands 
granted; and that the third proviso in the sixth 
section of the act of March 3, 1853, shall be so 
modified as to extend said rights to settlement 
made prior to, and within two years after, the 
passage of the act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC PRINTING. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate, asin 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution authorizing an increase of the 
force in the office of the Superintendent of the 
Public Printing. 

It proposes to authorize the Superintendent of 
the Public Printing to increase the force in his of- 
fice by the appointment of two additional clerks, 
at the same salary as is now paid to the clerks 
already employed. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I ask that the letter of the 
late Superintendent of the Public Printing, ad- 
dressed to me as chairman of the Committee on 
Printing, may be read. He was a very compe- 
tent officer. No one could be moreso. He un- 
derstood the duties of his office very well, and I 
think his statement is entitled to more credit than 
that of any other gentleman, here, at least. 

The letter was read, as follows: 

WasuincTon, January 2, 1854. 

Dear Sir: In reply to your inquiry ‘‘ whether, in my 


opinion, any increased clerical force is necessary in the 
office of the Superintendent of the Publie Printing,” I have 


| to state, that at the time of the passage of the printing law 


of 1852, and my appointment to the office of uperintend- 
ent, much diversity of opinion existed in and out of Con- 
gress as to the number of persons that would be required 
to render the requirements of the law efiective, some esti- 
mating it as high as ten, arid none less than five. The du- 
ties of the office were attempted to be performed by me 
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alone, from September until December—the more pressing | the chair.) The Chair so regards it. The mo- 


duties under the law not coming into operation until the || 
commencement of the session of Congress—but I had to 
solicit the gratuitous services of others to aid me in bring 
ing up the work. Upon the meeting ot Congress, I found 
it indispensably necessary to ask for the assistance of two 
clerks and a messenger, (Which were promptly granted by 
Congress,) with the hope and expectation that the law could 
be given a fair trial with this small force, by diligent atten- 
tion to business. Since the commencement of the present 
session of Congress the entire duties of the office under the 
law have come into operation. During the last session the 
Department work was executed under previous contracts, 
which had not expired ; during the recess the Department 
work came into Operation; and at the commencement of 
the present session the law was, for the first time, in fuil 
operation in all its provisions at the same time. Since the 
passage of the act of 1852 the duties of the office have been 
very materially increased by the first section of the civil and 
diplomatic bill, which required the Superintendent to take 
charge of, inspect, &c., the binding and engraving of the || 
Government, so far as the public documents were con- || 
cerned. These duties are very laborious, and are of great 
importance in securing the faithful execution of the public 
work connected with the printing and binding of the docu- 
ments, numbering as they do hundreds of thousands of vol- 
umes, many of them containing costly maps and engravings. 
It was at the suggestion of the late chairman of the Coin- 
mittee On Printing, Mr. Borland, that this additional duty 
was imposed upon the office. From his long service on 
the committee, he had experienced the necessity of having 
some disinterested authority to interpose between the bind- 
ers and the eogravers, and ascertain when the proper num- 
ber had been furnished, and whéther they were furnished 
in time for the printing of the documents which they were 
to accompany. Previous to this there had been no officer 
of the Government to receive this work. It went from the 
engraver to the binder, and complaints were frequently || 
made of the loss of public documents in consequence of 
the loss or non-reception of the plates. Great complaint | 
had also been made as to the manner of executing the bind- 
ing, and the necessity was felt of having some one to ex- 
amine it before the work was received and paid for; and I 
can say, with perfect safety, that this portion of the duty im- 
posed on the office was during the recess equal to that of 
the printing of the documents. 

The printing of Congress is now divided between two 
offices, involving considerable additional duty on the Su- 
permtntendent, and from this cause alone | was not unpre- 
pared for the request from him for additional assistance. 

In conclusion, taking all these things into consideration, 
I think that the additional aid which you inform me he 
asks is not only necessary for the faithful performance of 
the duty iniposed on him, but that, if properly employed, | 
will much more than remunerate the Government for their | 
expense, and facilitate the completion and delivery of the 
public documents. An examination into the details of the | 
office by any one will elucidate this fact better than I can 
explain it in Writing. 

I aim yours, very respectfully, 


JOHN T. TOWERS. 
Hon. H. Hamuin, United States Senate. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


COMPENDIUM OF THE CENSUS. 

Mr. BUTLER. I hold in my hand a motion 
in writing, which it is proper that I should sub- 
mit now, ifatall. It is to reconsider the vote by 
which the Senate yesterday adopted a resolution 
ordering the printing of fifty thousand copies of a 
compendium of the census. I was not in when | 
that resolution was under consideration, or I should | 
have opposed it. It is well known to gentlemen 
that 1 entertain peculiar constitutional views in 
reference to this whole matter; and [ think that 
originally there was more matter included in the 
census than the Constitution warranted us in hav- 
ing collected. I understand now that the Senate 
yesterday ordered the printing of fifty thousand 
copies of an abstract which has been ordered by 
the House of Representatives, without ever hav- 
ing seen the abstract. Hence I make the motion 
to reconsider; for I have no idea of taking these | 
things on faith merely. The motion may lie over, 
if gentlemen do not desire its consideration now. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Did I understand the | 
gentleman to say that he did not vote for the res- | 
olution yesterday? 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 said so. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Then a question of order 
will arise, whether he can make a motion to re- 
consider, when he did not vote for the resolution. 

Mr. MASON. I will make the motion. 1 was 


here yesterday, and I voted in the affirmative, I || 


presume, by being silent. There were no yeas and 
nays taken. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. Did the gentleman from | 
Virginia vote for the resolution yesterday ? 

Mr. MASON. I was silent, [ believe; but as | 
there was no division, | may be presumed to have | 
given an affirmative vote, according to parliament- 
ary usage, 

Mr. BADGER. Undoubtedly, whenever no 
division takes place. 


} 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in | 
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tion of the Senator from Virginia is now before | 


the Senate. What disposition shall be made of it? 

Mr. MASON. I leave it to the disposition of 
the Senator who originally made the motion. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
tion considered now. I am, however, very de- 
cided in my opinion that the vote of yesterday 
ought to be reconsidered. The reason which | 
stated is of itself sufficient—that it is proposed 


| that we shall take fifty thousand copies of an ab- 


stract which has been ordered by the House, with- 


| out ever having seen it, or heard any explanation 
of what it is. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
will be entered on the Journal. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


I do not wish to have the ques- | 
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tives, to inquire and reportin what form the acknowledg- 
ment of Congress, and the gratitude of the nation, may be 
most appropriately expressed to those benevolent and cour- 
ageous men, who, under Providence, were the means of 
rescuing from death so many citizens of this Republic.” 


Mr. CHANDLER. 
concur in that resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is no aga of a 
vote of concurrence. It is a simple resolution. 
The Senate have passed one, and we have passed 
another. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The House resolution of 
yesterday was a joint resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would inquire of the 
Chair if the resolution passed by the House was 
in the form of a joint resolution ? 


The SPEAKER. The House passed a resolu- 


I move that the House 


| tion containing the words ‘the Senate concur- 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were | 


reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 17, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 


} 


The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the | 


Journal of yesterday, but was interrupted by 
Mr. COBB, who remarked: It is obvious that 
it will take nearly an hour to read the Journal this 
morning, and as we have had experience in the 
correctness of the Clerk in making up the Jour- 
nal, [ presume all are satisfied that it is correct. 


If, therefore, it is the pleasure of the House to | 


suspend the reading thereof at this point, we shall 
save an hour. 1| believe nobody ts paying any 
attention to the reading of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent the 


| further reading of the Journal can be dispensed 
| with. 


Mr. CURTIS. I object. 

Mr. ORR. I believe there is not a quorum 
present, and I think the reading’ had better pro- 
ceed. 

The SPEAKER. As objection is made the 


| Journal must be read. The Clerk might omit the 
| reading of the resolutions. 


If that be the pleas- 
ure of the House, the Clerk will proceed, omitting 
the resolutions. 

Many Mempers. ‘ Yes!’’ “ Yes!’? 

The Clerk accordingly proceeded with the read- 


| ing of the Journal, omitting the portions referred | 


| to. 

The SPEAKER here laid before the House a 
communication from the Commissioner of Public 
| Buildings, transmitting, in conformity with an act 
of Congress of July, 1840, some estimates for de- 
ficiencies, an appropriation to supply which he 
represented as necessary, and without which the 
public service under his supervision must suffer. 

The same was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


DELEGATE FROM NEW MEXICO. 


On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, || 


| it was 


Ordered, That the credentials of the Delegate from New || 


Mexico, [Jose Manvat GaLLeGos, } heretofore presented to 
the House, be referred to the Committee on Elections. 
SUFFERERS OF THE SAN FRANCISCO. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
| the hands of Mr. Macuen, its Clerk, informing 
the House that the Senate had appointed a com- 
mittee to join such committee as may be appointed 
on the part of the House of Representatives, to 
take certain action relative to the sufferers on 
board of the steamship San Francisco. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the House 
immediately proceed to the consideration of the 
resolution from tne Senate. [| hope the House 
willdo so. It is only a modification of the reso- 
| lution which went from the House to the Senate 
yesterday morning, and to prevent, too, its assum- 
ing the form of a joint resolution. 

The SPEAKER. If it is not objected to, the 
resolution of the Senate will be reported to the 
House for information. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was 
| read, as follows: 


| Resolved, That a committee of five members on the 
part of the Senate be appointed to join such committee as 


may be appointed on the part of the House of Representa- 





| the Elouse in the adoption of this resolution. 


| 


} 


ring.” 


Mr. CHANDLER. 
concur, 

Mr. FLORENCE, If it is in order, | move 
the resolutions, which I offered yesterday, as an 
amendment to this proposition. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | call for the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman’s motion 
must go over. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to refer those resolutions to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

No objection being made, the resolutions were 
so referred. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I suggest that 
the resolution just passed over, the one from the 
Senate take the same direction, otherwise we shall 
hardly be able to reach them at all. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Leask the concurrence of 


I move that the House 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
| bama (Mr. Houston] insists upon the regular or- 
der of business. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to con- 
curring with the Senate in this resolution. I 
| thought that we had concurred in it. 
The question was then taken upon Mr. Cuanp- 
LER’s motion, and it was decided in the affirma- 
| tive. 
| So the Senate resolution was concurred in. 


| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I believe the 
| first business in order is a report from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, being Senate bill No. 28, 
concerning the district courts of the United States 


|} in California. 


} 


| 


| 


Mr. HOUSTON. I believe I have the floor 
upon a proposition to refer this bill, which was re- 
ported to the House from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

The SPEAKER. That bill is in order. A 
proposition is pending to recommit to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | have examined the bill and 
| the law since that motion was made. I propose 
to withdraw the motion I made. I think the bill 
ought to pass. 

The SPEAKER. 
withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
if resolutions, which have been heretofore offered, 
| calling for information from the Departments, and 
| which are required to lie over, do not come up 
| now? 

The SPEAKER. Not until after the select 


committees are called upon for reports. 


The motion to recommit is 


| 
| 





| Mr.WHEELER. I wouldask the unanimous 

| consent of the House to take up the resolation of 
ae which I presented yesterday. It is merely 
a resolution of inquiry. 

| Mr. ORR. 

| ness. 


| TheSPEAKER. The first business in order 
is upon ordering the following bill to a third read- 
ing: ° 
| ‘A bill concerning the district courts of the 
| United States in California.” 

| The question was then taken; and it was de- 
| cided in the affirmative; and the bill being en- 
grossed, was read the third time, and passed, 

| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. have been 
instructed by the Committee on the Judiciary to 
offer a resolution, which I hope will be adopted 
| by unanimous consent. It is merely a call for 
| information. 


The resolution was then read, as follows: 


I call for the regular order of busi- 


| 
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Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to inform the House what arrangements are now 
made to obtain buildings for the accommodation of the 
several circuit and district courts of the United States; 
what is the amount of rent; what other expenses are an 
nually paidin said districts, and what general provision, in 
his judgment, can be judiciously made to provide buildings 
for the immediate convenience of said courts and their offi- 
cers; and whether any, and what, difficulties and embar- 
rasaments occur in the use of the State prisons by the 
officers ot the United States courts, and what remedy can 
be provided therefor. 


The resolution was, by unanimous consent, 
considered and agreed to. 


COLONEL BENJAMIN 8. ROBERTS. 


Mr. PARKER, from the Committee onthe Ju- 
diciary, reported back, without amendnient, the 
bill of the House, No. 63, explanatory of the act 
for the relief of Colonel Roberts, of the United 
States Army. 

Mr. P. said: The Committee on the Judiciary 
have directed me to report this bill back to the 
Hlouse without amendment. It is accompanied 
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by a report, which may be read, if any gentleman | 


desires it; or | will state in a few words the sub- 
stance of the bill, and the reasons for adopting it. 


it is a bill for the relief of Colonel Roberts, of | 


the United States Army. During the last Con- 
gress a bill was passed by this House for the re- 
lief of this officer, who was forced to resign his 
commission contrary to law in the year 1839. 
The case was brought before the last Congress, 
and elaborately examined by the Judiciary Com- 


mittee in the Senate; and Mr. Berrien, in behalf | 


of that committee, made a report recommending 
the restoration to Colonel Roberts of his pay, al- 
lowances, and emoluments during the time in 
which he was withdrawn from the Army. 

The facts are simply these: In 1837 there was 
a considerable amount of money—some four or 


five thousand dollars placed in his hands—to dis- | 


burse as an army agent. This money consisted 
paneer of paper issued by the Commercial 
tank of Cincinnati. Under a regulation of the 


Government at that time, no money was allowed | 


to be paid out by Government agents from banks 
which did not redeem their notes in specie; and 
about the time this money was placed in Colonel 


Roberta’s hands, that bank declined to pay specie. | 


The consequence was that he appeared as a de- || 


faulter to the Government, and he was soon noti- | 
fied by his commanding officer that, unless he im- | 


mediately resigned his commission, he would be 
dismissed from the service. This, it has been 
ascertained, was directly in the face of the law. 
The result was, that Colonel Roberts was with- 
drawn from the service, and continued so until the 


breaking out of the war with Mexico—some seven | 


years after—when he was again allowed to enter 


the Army, and was rapidly promoted, as a reward 
of his gallantry. 


‘The regulations of the Government at the time | 


Colonel Roberts was withdrawn from the service, 
required that whenever an officer of the army, 
having in his charge the disbursement of money, 
was charged with being a defaulter, his case was 
to be presented to the proper authorities, and he 
was to be allowed, as the lawyers would say, a 


‘**day in court,’’ in which to defend himself. No | 


such privilege was allowed to Colonel Roberts. | 


tie was driven from the Army, without any op- | 


portunity of defending himsel!, upon the simple 
notice of his commanding officer that unless he 
resigned his commission i. would be dismissed 
from the Service. This was in direct violation of 
a law of Congress, passed in 1823. 
other law was passed, providing that where a 
defalcation was charged against an officer, his pa 

and emoluments should be retained until the defal. 
cation was made out. This was not done in Colo- 


nel Roberia’s case when he was in fact dismissed | 


from the Army 
Mr. MILLSON, (interrupting.) I ask the gen- 





tleman to allow me to make a single suggestion. 


The bill and report, as | understand it, have not 
been read to the House. 
gentleman from Indiana that if he will allow the 
report of the committee upon the bill to be read, 
the House will better understand his argument 
upon it, 

Mr. PARKER, (resuming.) I am stating the 
substance of the report. This case, as 1 was 


In 1828 an- | 


I would suggest to the | 





going to observe, came up before the Senate | 


during the last session of Congress. 


| cjary, then made a full report of the facts of the 
case, the substance of which I have stated. And 
upon that report a bill was predicated which, upon 
its face, provided for the payment to Colonel Rob- 
erts of his pay and subsistence during the time he 
was thus illegally and most oppressively dropped 
from the service. 

It was ascertained, on referring the matter to 
the accounting officers of the Treasury, that the 
words used in that bill, ‘* pay and subsistence,’’ 
under a regulation of the Department, did not 
cover the whole of the compensation to which 
Colonel Roberts was entitled; and the sole object 


GLOBE. 


it 
| 


of this bill is to remedy that defect in the phrase- 


ology of the legislation of the last Congress. 

I am further informed that the report of Mr. 
Berrien contemplated the payment of the whole 
of what we now propose to give this officer; but 
the clerk to whom the drafting of the bill was con- 
fided used expressions different from those em- 
ployed in the report, and thus Colonel Roberts was 


unable to obtain the full compensation to which | 


he was entitled. 

This bill simply provides thatthe words ‘ pay, 
emolument, and allowances”’ shall be substituted 
for the words ** pay and subsistence.”’ 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move the 
previous question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
Illinois will allow a motion to be made to refer 
the bill to a Committee of the Whole House, so 
tat the House may have a choice in the matter. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I cannot withdraw the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. PARKER. The case has been examined 
with great care. 

[Cries of ** Read the bill ” 

The Clerk then read the bill. 

Mr. PARKER. | ask for tellers on seconding 
the demand for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bococx and 
EAasTMAN were appointed, 

The question was then put; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 85, noes 41. 

So the previous question received a second. , 

‘The question then was, ‘* Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?” 

Mr. MILLSON. I feel constrained in this 

lace to demand the yeas and nays on the order- 


ing of the main question; so that it may be seen | 


who are in favor of forcing this bill through in an 
unusual manner, without discussion, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

At the request of several members, and by unani- 
mous consent, the bill was again read through. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. The report of the 


committee accompanying the bill has not been || 
J ask the unanimous consent of the House | 


read. 
that it may be now read at the Clerk’s desk; so 


that all members may understand upon what | 


grounds the passage of the bill is proposed. 


There was no objection; and the report was read | 


by the Clerk. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I desire to put 
a question to the Speaker before the yeas and 
nays are called. What will bethe effect of voting 
against the putting of the main question now? 

The SPEAKER. The effect will be to carry 
the bill over until to-morrow, or another day, at 
all events. 


The roll was then called, and there were—yeas | 


113, nays 60; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Belcher, Benson, 
Bissell, Boyce, Breckinridge, Brooks, Carpenter, Caruth- 


ers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chrisman, Clark, Cook, Cor- | 


win, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, Cutting, John G. 


Davis, Thomas Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, | 
|| Dowdell, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmunson, Elliott, El- 


lison, English, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Flor- 
ence, Fuller, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hendricks, 


Hibbard, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, | 
Keitt, Knox, Lane, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, McCulloch, | 
McDougall, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Meacham, John G. | 


Miller, Smith Miller, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Par- 
ker, Pennington, Phillips, Pratt, Pringle. Puryear, Ready, 
Reese, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Simmons, Samuel A. 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Snodgrass, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Richard H. Stanton, Straub, John L. Taylor, Thurs- 
ton, Tracy, Tweed, Upham, Vansant, Walley, Eilihu B. 
Washburne, John Wentworth. Tappan Wentworth, West- 
brook, Wheeler, Hendrick B. Wright, and Yates—113. 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, | 


Barksdale, Barry, Bocock, Bridges, Churchwell, Cling- 
man, Cobb, Craige, Curtis, Dawson, Drum, Faulkner, 
Fenton, Giddings, Grow, Hamilton, Hastings, Houston, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones. Kidwell, Kittredge, 


, a 
Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judi- |! Kurtz, Lamb, Lilly, Macdonald, McMullin, McNair, Me- 
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Queen, Maxwell, Mayall, Middieswarth, Millson, Morri- 














| son, Murray, Noble, Olds, Orr, Packer, Peck, Bishop 


Perkins, John Perkins, Ruffin, Shower, Skelton, Gerrit 
Smith, William Sorith, William R. Smith, Stratton, John 
J. Taylor, Trout, Vail, Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, Witte 
and Daniel B. Wright—60. ; 


So the main question was ordered to be put. 


The main question—that the bill be engrossed 
and read a third time—was then put and agreed to; 
and the bill being engrossed, was read the third 
time and passed. 

Mr. PARKER moved that the vote by which 
the bill was passed be reconsidered, and that that 
motion do lie on the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 


PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, presented the following report; which was 
read: 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred 
the resolution of this House, presented by Hon. Presiey 
Ewine, of Kentucky, proposing an amendment of the 
Constitution in the mode of electing the President and Vice 
President of the United States, report: 

That having had the benefit, in committee, of an oral 
and interesting exposition of this important question by the 
honorable mover of the resolution, they have bestowed upon 
the same much anxious consideration, and are satisfied that 
there is decided merit in the amendmentas proposed. They 
are also satisfied that the conviction in the public mind is 
strong, and almost universal, that there are serious evils in- 
separably connected with the existing provisions in this 
behalfthat may and should be remedied; and believing that 
there is now a calm in the political elements most auspi- 
cious for the grave consideration of this subject, the com- 
mittee deem it due the American people that Congress 
should propose to them some carefully-considered and well- 
digested amendment in the premises. They therefore ask 
that their committee may be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject, and recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution : 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That a select joint 
committee, composed of nine Representatives, and five 
Senators, be appointed by the presiding officers of the 


| two Houses respectfvely, to whom shall be referred the 


said resolution proposing an amendment of the Constitu- 
tion in the mode of electing the President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, with instructions to take that 


| matter, and the subject generally, into consideration, and to 


| paper in t 


report upon the same in such manner as to them may seem 
most expedient. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
lay that report on the table, and that it be printed. 

While I am up, Mr. Speaker, I will state that I 
should like very much if the members of com- 
mittees would make their reports in such manner 
as not to occupy the whole of the morning hour 
of the House. - 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Speaker, I imagine that 
there is no necessity for this matter being laid 
over. It is a simple question of inquiry, and one, 
I believe, which has elicited the attention of al- 
most —— American citizen. There is no news- 

e land that does not condemn the pres- 
ent mode of electing the President and Vice 
President of the United States. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is not de- 
batable. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I beg leave to suggest that 
this is not merely a motion to lay on the table, but 


| it is a motion to lay on the table and print; and 


the motion to print is debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The first question is on laying 
the report on the table. 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I ask the Chair 


| what would be the fate of this movement if it 


were ordered that the report lie on the table? and 
whether that would be the closing up all further 


| inquiry on that subject? 


he SPEAKER. Practically it would be, un- 
less taken up by the vote of the House. ; 
Mr. McMULLIN. If the gentleman desires 


to debate the question he will not be prevented. 


He can do so by moving to recommit. My ob- 


| ject is to economize the time of the House. 


The SPEAKER. The report of the committee 
closes with a resolution proposing a select com- 
mittee to which this subject shall be referred. _ 

Mr. McMULLIN. I am aware of that, sir, 


| but—— 


| of mine. 


|P 


Mr. EWING. Will the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia withdraw his motion till I make one solitary 
word of explanation? 

Mr. McMULLIN. I will withdraw my mo- 
tion, for the gentleman’s convenience. 

Mr. EWING. I wish to say, Mr. Speaker, 
that the course proposed now is not a suggestion 
I had this resolution—when it was first 
resented—referred to the Judiciary Committee, 
in preference to its reference to a select committee, 
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and, contrary to the advice of many in this House 
and in the Senate, who professed to take some in- /| 
terest in the matter, I had it referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee, because I believed that, by an 
explanation of the purposes and probable conse- 
quences of the change, that committee, or any 
other committee, would see the importance, at 
least, of the proposed reform, and the propriety 
of inquiry into the matter. | wanted the sanction 
of a regular standing committee—of that emi- 
nently respectable committee—of this House. I 
believed that they could bring public attention— 
the attention of this House—to the question in a 
degree which I could not secure for it myself. 

{ therefore originally desired that the Judiciary 
Committee should act upon it. | went before them, | 
and—by an indulgence of no ordinary kind, and by | 
a kindness and courtesy for which I| take great plea- 
sure in making my acknowledgments now, and 
will at all other times—I was allowed to explain 
the objects of the proposed change; and they agreed 
to report in favor of it. But subsequently, they 
seem to have arrived at the conclusion, that per- 
haps it would be more proper to make the report 
now upon our table. They, therefore, themselves 
propose a select committee. If in intending to ad- 
vance the purpose which they had in view, they 
have pursued such a course, they put an end to all 
inquiry about the matter. Thus, if the motion of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. MceMu tty,] | 
almost—if he will allow me to say—inconsider- 
ately made, should prevail, and that all further 
inquiry should be closed upon the matter, I should 
regret, and | am sure that the committee would 
regret, that they have not attained the purpose 
which they had in making the report. If they 
had made it as I desired, and thought myself, indi- 
vidually, that it should have been made, it would 
not have been brought to so premature an end, as 
will be the case if the proposition of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. McMu uy] is adopted. I 
hope that gentleman will not now, whatever his 
private opinions may be upon the examination 
which he has given to the subject, insist in bring- 
ing to so premature and summary a conclusion, 
all inquiry upon this subject. Does the gentleman 
insist upon the motion which he has made? 

Mr. McMULLIN. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky is mistaken if he supposes that I have acted 
prematurely in this matter. I am as well pre- 
pared now as I shall be at any time during this 
session to act upon this question. I had supposed 
that every other gentleman upon this floor, liké 
myself, was prepared to act; and it was for that 
reason, and because I was unwilling to have the 
time of the House occupied with the consideration 
of this question, that | submitted the motion I 
did. Butif it shall seem to be the pleasure of this 
House, or of a respectable number of it, that this 
subject be disposed of, with a view to its discus- 
sion, I will not act adversely to the feelings of the 
House, by insisting upon the motion which I have || 
made. My purpose was to move that the subject 
be recommitted 

Mr. BISSELL, (interrupting.) If this debate 
is not in order, I object to it. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order, the proposi- 
tion to lay upon the table having been withdrawn. 

Mr. McMULLIN. If the gentleman from | 
Illinois will allow me a moment further, [ will, for 
the purpose of testing the sense of the House, 
move to recommit the subject; and upon that mo- 
tion I call the previous question, so as to afford 
gentlemen the opportunity of discussing it here- 
after. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest, || 
asa matter of form, that.the resolution should be 
so amended ag to read ‘* to act with such commit- 
tee as shall be appointed by the Senate,’’ instead 
of ** the Senate concurring.” 

* No objection was made; and the modification | 
was adopted. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I would inquire of the gen- | 
tleman from Virginia what object he desires to 
attain by moving to recommit to this committee? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to recommit is 
not debatable. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am aware of that; but T || 
rose simply to an inquiry. I. was desirous of | 
knowing what the gentleman expected to accom- | 
plish by his motion. i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Has the morning | 
hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. 





It has not quite. 


/ 


THE 


| nessee, [Mr. Jones. 


Mr. JONES. I believe it is in order, however, 
to move to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union at any time, and I there- 
fore make that motion now. 

The question was taken, and there appeared, 
upon a division—ayes 79, noes 65; whereupon 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, called for tellers upon 
the motion; and they were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Before the ques- 


tion is taken upon that motion, I wish to offer 


another. I move that all debate in Committee of 
the Whole, upon the President’s message, be ter- 
minated on Thursday next at one o’clock; and 
upon that motion I call the previous question. 

Mr. WALSH. Is that motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. WHEELER. I hope the House will not 


agree to the resolution of the gentleman from Ten- 


Mr. WALSH. t was very magnanimous. 

The House was divided, and the previous ques- 
tion was not seconded. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Il now moveto amend | 
the resolution of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
by inserting the first day of March in place of 
Thursday next. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays upon that motion; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Tay- 
Lor’s amendment; and there were—yeas 72, nays 
102; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Barry, Benson, Boyce, 
Bridges, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chase, Corwin, Cox, 
Crocker, Cumming, Cutting, Thomas Davis, De Witt, 


Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Edmands, Etheridge, Evarhart, 
Farley, Flagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, Hill, 


|| Howe, Johnson} Kerr, Knox, Lindley, McCulloch, Mace, 
| Matteson, Maurice, Meacham, Jolin G. Miller, Noble, 
| Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pen 


nington, Bishop Perkins, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, 
David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Ger- 
rit Smith, William R. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 


| ard H. Stanton, John L. Taylor, Tracy, Upham, Wade, 


Walbridge, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Westbrook, 
Wheeler, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, and Yates—72. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Al- 


| len, Ashe, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Bissell, Bliss, Bo- 


cock, Breckinridge, Brooks, Chandler, Chrisman, Church- 
well, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, John G. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dowdell, Drum, Eastman, Edger- 
ton, Edmundson, Elliott, Etlison, Faulkner, Fenton, Flor- 
ence, Fuller, Giddings, Green, Greenwood, Hamilton, An- 
drew J. Harlan, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, 
Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, 
Lamb, Lane, Latham, Lilly, Lindsley, Macdonald, Mc- 


| Mullin, McNair, MeQueen, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, Mid- 


dieswarth, Millson, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, 
Peck, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Riddle, Robbins, | 
Ruffin, Seymour, Shaw, Shower, Simmons, Skelton, Wil- 
liam Smith, George W. Smyth, Snodgrass, Hestor L. Ste- 
vens, Stratton, Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, | 
Thurston, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Walker, Walsh, Wells, 
John Wentworth, and Tappan Wentworth— 102. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. WHEELER. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee upon the 
table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Upon that motion I de- | 
mand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Would it be in 
order for me to offer an amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It would not—as there is a 
motion pending to lay the resolution upon the 
table. 


Mr. SMITH. 


Will the gentleman from New 


| York withdraw his motion, and allow me to offer | 


an amendment? 


Mr. WHEELER. | cannot. 
Mr. JONES. As I suppose it would be in | 


| order. for me to modify my resolution, I move to | 
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So the House refused to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | demand the pre- 
vious question upon the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Upon seconding the demand 
[ ask tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Vam and 
Wrieur were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 78, noes 73. 

So the previous question received a second. 
The main question was then ordered to be put. 


The question now being upon the adoption of 
Mr. Jones’s resolution, 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, demanded the yeas 


and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. WALSH. Will the Chair be kind enough 


to have the resolution again read ? 


The SPEAKER. It will be read if there is no 
objection. 


No objection being made, the Clerk again read 
the resolution. 


The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 82; as follows: 


VY EAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Appleton, Ashe, 
Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Beicher, Bissell, Blisa, Bocock, 
Breckinridge, Bridges, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, 
Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Eastman, Edgerton, Elli- 
ott, Ellison, English, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, 
Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Hast- 
ings, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Hughes, 
Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland 
Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Lindsley, 
Macdonald, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, Mace, Macy, 
Mayall, Smith Miller, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Orr, 
John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Riddie, Rob- 
bins, Ruffin, Seymour, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, William 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Stratton, Stranb, David Stuart, 
John J. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Vansant, 
Walker, Wells, John Wentworth, and Daniel B. Wright 
—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Benson, Boyce, Carpen- 
ter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Cook, Corwin, 
Cox, Crocker, Cumming, Cutting, Thomas Davis, De Witt, 
Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Edmands, Etheridge, Everhart, 
Ewing, Farley, Flagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Harrison, 


+ Hill, Howe, Hunt, Johnson, Kerr, Knox, Lilly, Lindley, 


amend it by substituting ‘‘ Thursday week next, | 


the 26th,’”’ instead of next Thursday, as the time 
for closing the debate. 

Mr. WHEELER. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion I made. 

Mr. ORR. If the House will indulge me for a 


‘|| moment, I think I can satisfy them that the reso- 
lution ought to pass. 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr.ORR. The resolution does not festrict the 
latitude of debate at all. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL demanded tellers upon 
the yeas and nays, which were not ordered. 

Mr. DEAN demanded tellers upon Mr. 
Wueeter’s motion to lay the resolution upon the 
table, which were ordered; and Messrs. W ricut 
and Vai were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers | 
reported—ayes 74, noes 76. | 


Lyon, McClloch, Matteson, Maurice, Meacham, Middles- 
warth, John G. Miller, Noble, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pennington, Bishop Per- 
kins, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, 
Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Shannon, Simmons, 
Gerrit Smith, William R. Smith, Snodgrass, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, John L. 
Taylor, Tracy, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walley, Walsh, 
Elihu B. Washburne, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer—-82. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution was adopted, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was put upon the latter motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon Mr. Jones’s motion 
that the rules be suspended and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; and being put, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in 
the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that when the com- 
mittee last rose, it had under consideration the 
annual message of the President of the United 
States, and the resolutions submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, {Mr. Hovsrton,] proposing 
to refer the same; and that upon that subject the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Keirt] wae 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from South 
Carolina who is entitled to the floor is indisposed 
to-day, and would prefer that the committee should 
take upsome other bill; and I therefore ask that this 
bill be laid aside for the present, and that the com- 
mittee shall take up the invalid pensions appro- 
priation bill. It is a very small bill, and we ean 
soon pass it. There are two or three of these 
small appropriation bills which can be passed this 
evening; and when the House goes into committee 
to-morrow, the President’s message can again be 
taken up, and the gentleman from South Carolina 
will be able to make his speech. 

Mr. DRUM. I would ask what the order is 
upon the Calendar ? 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I believe that appropria- 
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tion bills, by an express rule, take precedence of 
all other bills. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is competent for a mo- 
tion to be made to take up any of the appropria- 
tion bills. 
that the President’s message, and the resolutions 
in reference thereto, offered by himself, be laid 
aside for the purpose of taking up House bill No. 
50, being “*A bill making appropriations for the 
myment of invalid and other pensions of the 
Hoited States, for the year ending June 30, 1855.”’ 
The question is first upon laying aside the Pres- 
ident’ message. 

Mr. WALSH. I would ask whether the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Keirr,] to 
whom the floor has been awarded, will be in pos- 
session of it when the House next goes into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, or 
does he forfeit his right to it by refusing to speak 
nowr 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the gentleman from South Carolina will be 
entitled to the floor when next the House goes 
into committee, if the motion of the gentleman 
from Alabama prevails, inasmuch as he yields the 
floor to the gentleman from Alabama for the pur- 
pose of making that motion. 

Mr. DRUM. I will state to the committee 
that I believe the next order on the Calendar is a 
bill in reference to the payment of the amount 
authorized to be paid to the gentleman who is 
codifying the revenue laws. I think that it is the 
next thing in order. It authorizes the payment 
of his salary. Now, sir, that gentleman has been 
engaged for nine months past, and has not yet 
been compensated, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair dislikes to in- 
terrupt the gentleman from Pennsylvania; but de- 
bate is not in order on a question of priority of 
business. 

Mr. DRUM. I was not aware of that fact. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Housron, and, upon a division, there were— 
ayes 90) 

[Cries of ** We give it up!’’] 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection 
the proposition will be decided to be carried in the 
afiirmative. 


There was no objection, and it was so decided. | 


Mr. WALSII. Those who voted in the affirm- 
ative are the ones who cry ‘* We give it up!”’ 

Mr. WHEELER. Is it in order to decide a 
question without calling for the negative? The 
Chair called for the affirmative, and decided that 
the motion was agreed to without calling for the 
negative. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair asked whether 
a further count was insisted upon; and no gentle- 
man did insist. 

Mr. WHEELER. I heard no gentleman give 
up the count. Whena gentleman does so, he is 
required by the rules to rise in his seat. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Itis now too late to raise 
the point. 

The CHAIRMAN. So the Chair rules. 

Mr. WHEELER. Itis always too late to raise 
a point when a question of right is concerned. 

Mr. WALSH. The day of grace has passed. 
{ Laughter. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee is the consideration of “ A bill making 
appropriations for the payment of invalid and other 
pensions of the United States for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1855.”’ 

It will be read through by sections for amend- 
nent. 

The bill was read through by sections, but no 
amendment was proposed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 move that the bill be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 

_ The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
it will beso ordered. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The question was taken, and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the committee 
now take up for consideration House bill No. 47, 
making appropriations for the support of the 


Military Academy, for the year ending the 30th | 


of June, 1855. 
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The gentleman from Alabama moves | 


“The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The Clerk then read the bill through by sec- | 
tions for amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question will be on 
laying aside bill No. 47, and reporting it to the 
House. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I wish to in- 
quire what latitude of debate is allowed on these 
bills ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The widest latitude is 
allowed to gentlemen—according to the practice 
of the committee—on any of the general appro- 
priation bills. 

Mr. WALSH. Then, Mr. Chairman, I 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman from 
New York yield the floor? 

Mr. WALSH. The gentleman from New 
York will certainly yield the floor to a gentleman 
who is always entitled to it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am just going to ask the 
gentleman from New York to let the committee 
report that bill to the House, and then take up the 
deficiency bill, when he will have an opportunity 
to make a speech. 

Mr. WALSH. 
a speech, and yield the floor. 
lar desire to make a speech. 

The question, that House bill 47 should be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I new ask that House bill 
No. 49, being a bill to supply the deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending 50th June, 1854, be taken up for con- 


I shall dispense with making 
I have no particu- 


| sideration. 


The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The Clerk read the first clause of the bill. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Chairman, | do not pro- 
pose to detain the House at any length; neither 
do I propose to make what is called a set speech; 


| but from the evident disposition manifested by 
| this House, no other opportunity will probably 


occur wherein I shall be enabled to say anything | 
upon the subject of which [ now propose to speak. 
On a former occasion I felt called upon, in reply | 


to some remarks made by gentlemen upon this || 


floor, to say a few words, which the meanest and 
dullest understanding, not willfully blinded to the | 
truth, could not fail to apprehend. When I used 
the word ** democracy,’’ I, of course, intended to 
be understood as alone referring to that chivalrous | 
and self-sacrificing party which—whether in the 


| pride of victory and the plenitude of power, or 
| under the vicissitude of defeat—has ever sustained 
/and preserved the Constitution in its purity, and 

| in the unshaken integrity of its letter and its spirit, || 
| against the open assaults of insane, though, per- 
| haps, not dishonest, fanatics, and against the more 
| wily, and dangerous, and dastardly assaults of 
|| that mean, despicable, and hollow-hearted set of 


hungry traitors who, at a pepper-and-salt conven- | 
tion, held in Buffalo, in 1848, fraternized, with per- | 


| tinacious assumption of well-dissembled sincerity, | 
| with disappointed and disloyal Whigs, rampant | 


Abolitionists, and long-heeled Negroes, pampered | 


| by the traitorous artifices of demagogues, whose 
| hearts and purposes were blacker than the faces 
of the poor dupes they were deluding in doing so. | 


In using the word *‘ democracy,”’ sir, I used it 


/as I do now, and as [ have ever done, and as I | 


ever shall do—for whatever the Cabinet may do | 


in this respect—and I apprehend it is not of the || 
| slightest possible consequences to any one beyond 
| the vampires and parasites who surround it—the 
| Democracy has ever been, and ever will remain 
| indivisibly united. 

The time to which I then alluded, as best befit- || 
| ting the national men of New York to speak, has, || 
| in my opinion, more than fully arrive 
| Though I have been anxiously desirous that some 


already. | 


one among my associates should give utterance 
to our views upon this subject, | can na longer 
remain silent, with a due regard to my own | 
self-respect, with a proper appreciation of what 
is due to me And to that noble and devoted party, 
whose services, and sacrifices, and undeviating | 
devotion to principle, will live in the hearts of all 
true and patriotic men long after the corrupt co- 
alition which now surrounds us is resolved back | 
to the conflicting elements of which it is composed, 


and the official skeletons of their hungry leaders | 
| are left dangling upon the gibbits to mh ! 


which public 


BE. 


|| pression towards that high functionary. 
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, execration and condemnation have consigned them 
—yes, consigned them as an impressive warning 
to all political malefactors. [Laughter.] Sir, we 
have suffered, in the estimation of many, the most 
ignominious and flagrant wrongs, sod, the most 
persevering persecutions, from thoge we have ele- 
vated to power, upon principles which they loudly 
profess in theory, but which, I regret to say, they 
have sadly, if not shamelessly, violated in prac- 
tice. Every opportunity has been afforded to them 
to retrieve their blunders, and to make reparation, 
as far as the case will now admit, for the unex- 
ampled outrages perpetrated upon us. Instead of 
accepting the golden opportunity thus generous! 
presented, they have, with a most willful obtuse- 
ness, construed our forbearance into cowardice— 
our magnanimity into slavish acquiescence. 

Sir, notwithstanding the bitter lesson adminis- 
tered by the result of our last election in the State 
of New York—a lesson which, to men not intoxi- 
cated with power, unwisely conferred, but stil] 
more unwisely, if not ungratefully, exercised, 
would have been as instructive as it was unex- 
pected—the Administration still seems egregiously 
to underrate and totally misunderstand the true 
character of the men with whom they have been 
so long and stupidly trifling. Sir, the misrepre- 
sentations which have been so meanly, so sneak- 
ingly, and so perseveringly circulated against our 
motives, Our acts, our present position, our pure- 

| est, brightest, and boldest men, have been so fla- 
grant, so false, and so numerous, that I, for one, 
' can no longer stand passive, and refrain from doing 
what I can to rescue truth from the polluting and 
| deadly embrace of this miserable sophistry. 

For President Pierce I entertain, personally, a 

very high degree of regard, more particularly if 
| he were simply a citizen, and nota President. He 
is a very kind, agreeable man; and he is what the 
| ladies would term a very polite, affable, and pleas- 
ant gentleman—far more so, | am afraid, than it 
will ever be my lot to be considered. He has 
'alwaystreated me with marked kindness and seem- 
ing confidence; but since I have ascertained that this 
| is generally his disposition to everybody, | must 
| be compelled to take off an extraordinary discount 
for the compliment to myself. [Laughter.] 
He reminds me of that English commander to 


|| whom Napoleon surrendered on board of the Bel- 


_lerophon. When he came into England, Napo- 
leon was very anxious to have an interview with 
the King of Great Britain, and asked permission 
of the ministers who were sent to see him. They 


\| asked the commander who came over with him 


| from France whether sucha step would be politic? 

‘* By no means,’’ said he. ‘* Why?’’ ** Because, 
| if you allow them to have five minutes’ conversa- 
tion, they will become the best friends in the world. 
| D—n it, sir, it will never do.’’ 
Now, sir, it is in consequence of my own quiet, 
susceptible nature, when | have to do with those 
of my own sex—and Heaven knows what would 
be the effect were it with those of the opposite sex, 
{laughter }|—that I have studiously avoided calling 
upon the President of the United States since the 
| opening of the present session of Congress. From 
| what | have said, I presume every gentleman will 
| infer that lam not going to use any unkind ex- 
[ am 

simply going to set forth a few facts before the 
| House, and then allow them to draw their own 
inferences. 

Sir, the position which the New York Dem ec- 
racy have occupied before the country has ben 
grossly and shamelessly misrepresented. ‘ii. « 
| contest, which had its final issue in the last elec- 
| tion, commenced in 1844. The men who were 
instrumental in defeating General Cass, in 1848, 
had then arrayed themselves against the admission 
of Texas, or rather against its annexation to the 
United States. The men who figure as the Softs 
‘in New York now, are those who attended and 
| took part in the anti-annexation meeting at the 


| Tabernacle in 1848, and are the men who then 


got up the secret circular in the State of New 


'| York, calling upon their friends, while they voted 


| for Silas Wright for Governor, to vote against 
James K. Polk for President; the result of which 
' was, that the Democratic vote for President ran 


‘| far behind that for Governor of the State; and 


had this organization—this treacherous organiza- 
| tion—been made as perfect then as it was in 1848, 
the result of their treasonable efforts would have 
been quite as successful. 
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But their course is known to all. There was 
never a more sublime spectacle ee to the 
world than that presented by the National Democ- 
rscy in 1848, when, casting patronage to the 
winds, they stood up to defend the integrity .of 
the Constitution against those who, taking advan- | 
tage of the excitement of a popular election, were | 
endeavoring to create a sectional feeling, to array 
one portion of our people against the other, to the 
imminent danger of ultimate ruin to the country 
itself. 

Sir, after the result of that election—for I prom- | 
ised not to detain the House long on this ocea- 4 
sion, and | shall not do it—they found that public 
opinion was coming about—that the action of 
that which Martin Van Buren called ** the sober 
second thought of the people’’—and it is the only 
sentence that Martin Van Buren ever uttered that | 
will bear repetition—[much laughter}—and that | 
‘‘ sober second thought of the people” has con- | 
signed him and his associate traitors to an igno- | 
minious oblivion, from which even thearchangel’s 
trumpet will mever awaken them. [Renewed 
laughter.} Sir, through that sober second thought 
the determined sense and patriotism of this people 
had stricken treason to the dust, and the result 
was, that any man whose past history showed a 
fair record—if he had received the nomination at | 
Baltimore—would have been elected just as easily 
as President Pierce was. These men, finding 
that the overwhelming tide of popular sentiment 
was about to sweep them into oblivion; finding | 
that a storm was coming which they had neither 
the manhood to meet, nor the ability to resist; 
finding that they stood in the position in which | 
they now stand, like rattlesnakes with their poi- 
sonous fangs extracted—with the same disposition 
to strike, but without the power to harm—they 
pretended to get upon a platform which the Union | 
says was a delusion and a cheat, but which the |! 
Administration, in its practice, says was a wiping 
out of all past sins. 

itis, as we all know, a well-established rule, at | 
least among the truly orthodox and faithful in the 

church, that whenever a man deserts the church || 
he must, before he can come back into full com- | 
munion, do penance for his crimes, and show 

signs of sincere contrition; and | know of no good | 
reason why the same principle should not be ap- | 
plied to political backsliders. {A Jaugh.]} 

Now, sir, in 1852, the Democracy of the coun- |! 
try met in the Baltimore convention, and a plat- | 
form was there laid down, upon which General 
Pierce was nominated. If he received that nomi- 
nation withouta pledge, he did not receive the votes 
of the people of the United States without a 
pledge; because, in his letter of acceptance, he said, 
distinctly and emphatically, that he accepted the 
nomination with the accompanying resolutions, | 
not because those resolutions were a condition of 
the nomination, but because they were in strict 
keeping with every act of his past political life. 
How has that pledge been carried out in his ap- || 
pointments to office? 

And here let me tell gentlemen that if they sup- | 
pose that the opposition to the Administration || 
comes from men who have been disappointed | 
office-seekers, they sadly underrate the character | 
of themen with whom they have todeal. If they | 

suppose there is any disposition upon the part of | 
the Demoeracy of the State of New York to make | 
war upon the Administration, they are wrong. | 
sut when the Administration undertook to inter- || 
fere in our local elections—when they sent forth || 
the mandate that Greene C. Bronson must do their || 
dirty work—and if they were deceived in Mr. | 

Bronson’s character it was their own fault—if || 
they expected to find a poor, servile tool in Judge || 
Bronson, and found an honorable, high-minded | 
man, it was their fault, not ours; when they | 
uttered a threat to interfere in our elections, under || 
the miserable expectation that we were weak, and || 
our adversaries were strong—we heard the mandate || 
in sorrow—we hurled back the threat with con- || 
temptuous indignation; we defied its power, and | 
ultimately triumphed toour hearts’ content. We 

triumphed, sir, against all the power, and all the || 
appliances of the Administration. 
_ And let me tell the friends of the Administration || 
in this House now, that when the next election | 
comes they will find that triumph ten times more | 
signal than it was before. Those who were Barn- 
burners in 1848 are now whatare called ‘‘Softs.” | 
(Laughter.] Well, what is a Soft? We are || 


TH 


' hard is a diamond. 


called ‘*Hards.’’ The best illustration of anything 
It is a fair representation of 
our purity and our hardness. [Laughter.}] We 
all know what soft means in morals. A man soft 
in morals is open to any rascality. 
A “Soft’’ in polities is pretty mach the same 
thing. Weall know what is meant by a man 
with a soft head. Such a one is intellectually 
soft. A ‘Soft’ is simply an individual whose 


| morals and polities are of the putty character, and 


who is ready to accommodate himself to any form 
which promises profit. [{Laughter.} 
1 once told one of our State officers, outside of 


(Laughter. ] | 
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the capitol in Albany, as follows: Said he, ‘* Mike, | 


what reason have you to question the sincerity of 
men who were truejn 1848?”’ I asked him, ** Were 
you true in 1848?” ** Was’nt I1,”’hereplied. ‘I 


did not hear,”’ said I, ** of your doing anything | 


negatively. I do not know whether you had the 
power, if you would, to do so.””_ ** What do you 
mean?’ he asked. 
Redfield is said to have been, square in 1848, 
does that go to show that you are square now?’’ 
‘* Yes,’’ he said. ‘* Not unless I have read his- 
tory to but little profit, sir. Benedict Arnold 
was as sincere and as gallanta patriot before there 


‘*Provided you were, as | 


was a sufficient amount of British gold offered for | 


his treason. Not unless my theological knowl- 
edge is equally deficient. 
humble and true follower of our Saviour before 
those thirty pieces of silver were shoved at him.’’ 
|Laughter.] I can readily understand, Mr. Chair- 
man, how a corrupt and mercenary man, when 
he is offered to be helped into position far beyond 
the measure of his merits, by those who are for- 
mally arrayed against him, can play the part of 
Benedict Arnold or Judas Iseariot. The only dif- 
ference between a Soft and an actual Abolitionist 
is, that the one is in the decomposing process. 
{Laughter. } 

Now, sir, I wish, so far as I am concerned, to 
be distinctly understood in this committee; and I 
believe what I say will not conflict at all with the 
opinions of our friends. We do not propose to 
array ourselvesagainstanything Democratic which 
may come through the Administration, no more 


Judas Iscariot was an | 


than we would be governed in our action, pro- | 


vided the Administration were opposed toit. The 
Democratic party, as it formerly existed, was a 
party of well-defined and universally-understood 
principles; but the course which has been pursued 
latterly, of recognizing the claim of factionists to 
the smiles and favor of the Administration, is a 
degrading declaration sent forth to the world that 
hereafter we are to come together, not upon com- 
mon ground cf principle, but that we are to come 
together like a band of bandits, amalgamated for 
the sake of common plunder; and then, after we 
have gained our purpose, like John Van Buren, 
tostand upon the platform, true to General Pierce’s 
Administration—or, in other words, as long as we 


hold office—and afterwards to be at liberty to re- 


turn to our old sins. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, previous to closing, I 
want to refer to one point, and that is, the various 
votes which have been taken in this House (and 


' where those who have voted have denied that 


their votes were to be taken as any test question) | 


have all been claimed as Administration triumphs 
as soon as they were effected. I have been told 


by gentlemen upon this floor, and by gentlemen | 


| occupying high positions in the Government—and 


I wish to be distinctly understood on this subject— 
I have been told, I say, that their sympathies are 
with us; but that they did not regard the casting 
of their votes on certain questions as arraying 
them against the action, or as indorsing the action 
of the Administration. 

Let me repeat here, sir, what I have told those 
gentlemen, that we are not objects of sympathy— 
we despise sympathy. Sympathy may be fit 
for sick cripples or old ladies, but not for men who 
have gallantly stood up against the power and 


| patronage of State and General Administrations. 


We are objects of admiration and respect, but we 
are not objects of sympathy. We despise sym- 
pathy. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
propose to say a very few words. A very im- 
portant question has arisen in the country which 
is not understood; and as the ball has been started 
here to-day, I shall ask the honorable gentleman 


from New York [Mr. Wats] to give an expla- | 
nation which may go out to the country with: his |! thirty moons past. 


pase nestles — 
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speech—with either hisor my own. The inform- 
ation I wish here, and the question which the 
people throughout the United States wish to un- 
derstand is, what is the reason for the political 
designation—what is the difference between the 
New York Hards and the New York Softs? [| 
will give way to the honorable gentleman from 
New York to reply to the question. 

Mr. WALSH. The difference is the difference 
between an honest man and a rogue. [Great 
laughter, ] 

Mr. SMITH. I must confess, Mr. Speaker, 
that the reply of the gentieman from New York is 
a little equivocal. I do not yet know whether the 
Soft is the rogue, or whether the Hard is the rogue. 

Mr. WALSH. That deficiency of knowledge 
must be ascribed to the gentleman’s understand- 
ing inasmuch as 

Mr. SMITH. Will the gentleman repeat his 
reply? I have not heard it. 

Mr. Wansu did not take the floor. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, it is not a matter of very 
much impertance. Mr. Chairman, ! think it is 
time really that the Democracy of the country 
should understand something about this matter; 
and I, being a Democrat,—as | claim to be,—de- 
sired to be really informed on this distinction be- 
tween the Hards and Softs. I expected to hear 
from the gentleman from New York (Mr. Wass) 
a serious and sincere answer; but being character- 
istic of him, of course he is excusable for not ex- 
plaining further. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Chairman, [ should like 
to know what the gentleman means by the term 
characteristic, and if he means it to mmply.any 





| want of sincerity on my part? 


Mr. SMITH. I mean that the gentleman is 
brief, blunt, and not always satisfactory. I meant 
nothing disrespectful to the gentleman. 

Mr. CUTTING. If the gentleman from Ala- 
bama will allow me, I will say, that if no other 
gentieman does it, | will seek the opportunicy to 
explain the difference between the ** Hards’’ and 
the **Softs’’ of the State of New York, and in 
se doing, it will be necessary simply to trace the 


_ history of the party in New York. That history 


will furnish the gentleman with the information 
he desires. 


Mr. SMITH. 
it now. 

Mr. CUTTING. Not at this time. 

Mr. SMITH. I expected to hear from the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Wausu] an ex- 
planation of what the difference is. 

Mr. WALSH. I will tell the gentleman what 
itis ina few words. The difference between a 


I yield to the gentleman to do 


| Barnburner and an Abolitionist in disguise—that 


is,a ‘* Soft’’—is, that a ** Soft’”’ is a man who has 
never done anything for the Democratic party 
except for his own personal advancement and 
aggrandizement; bearing the name of Democrat 
merely for the purpose of benefiting himeelf. 

Mr. SMITH. In responding to the gentleman 
from New York, I must confess that, for one, 
when this controversy first broke out, my sym- 
pathies were with the ** Hards,’’ as | understood 
the subject; but, upon a closer examination of this 
whole matter, | confess that I do believe that the 
whole controversy is too sectional—I may say too 
factional—to disturb the harmony of the Demo- 
cratic party throughout this country. 

Now, sir, to be a little playful, 1 propose to 
refer the honorable gentleman from New York 
{[Mr. Waxsu] to a part of the history of Gulli- 
ver’s adventures in Liliput, to show the smaliness 
of the political quarrel—the absurdity of the politi- 
cal quarrel; and to show that, however much it 
may distract the party within the borders of the 
State of New York, it ought not to extend beyond 
it 





Mr. CUTTING, (interrupting.) Even though 


| assailed beyond it? 


Mr. SMITH. Many gentlemen will remem- 
ber that when Gulliver went into Liliput he found 


that government in a state of great turmoil, and 


he very naturally inquired into the cause of it. 
I have the history of the matter here before me, 
and I propose to read it, in order that we may 


| be enlightened as to the extent of the words 


‘*Hard”’ and ‘*Soft.’” The history of the sub- 
ject, after some preliminary matter, runs thus: 


“* Which two mighty Powers have, as I was going to tell 
you, been engaged in a most obstinate war tor 1x nnd- 
It began upon the following occasion ¢ 
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It is allowed on all hands, that the primitive way of break- 
ing egye, before we eat them, was upon the larger end; but 
his present majesty ’s grandfather, while he was a boy, going 
to eat an egg, and breaking it according to the ancient prac 

tice, happened to cut one of bis fingers. Whereupon the 
emperor's father published an edict, commanding all bis 
subjects, upon great penalties, to break the smaller ends of 
their eggs. The people so highly resented this law that, 
our histories tell us, there have been six rebellions raised on 
that account; wherein one emperor lost his life, and another 
his crown, These civil commotions were constantly fo- 
mented by the monarchs of Blefuscu ; and when they were 
quelled the exiles always fled for refuge to thatempire. It 
is computed that eleven thousand persons have, at several 
times, suffered death, rather than submit to break their eggs 
ut the smallerend, Many tiundred large volumes have been 
published upon this controversy: but the books of the Big 

Endians have been long forbidden, and the whole party ren 

dered incapable by law of holding employment. During the 
course of these troubles, the emperors of Blefuscu did fre- 
quently expostulate by their embassadors, accusing us of 
making a schisin in religion by offending against a funda 

mental doctrine of our great prophet Lustrog, in the fifty 

fourth ehapter of the Blundeecral, (which is their Alcoran.) 
This, however, is thought to be a mere strain upon the text; 
for the words are these: that all true believers break their 
eggs at the convenient end. And which is the convenient 
end, seems, in my humble opinion, to be left to every man’s 


conscience, Or, at least, in the power of the chief magistrate | 


to determine. Now, the Big-Endian exiles have found so 
much credit in the emperor of Blefuscu’s court, and so 
much private assistance and encouragement from their 
= here at home, thata bloody war has been carried on 
y 


etween the two empires for six and thirty moons, with | 


various success: during which time we have lost forty 
eapital ships, and a much greater number of smatiler ves- 
sele, together with thirty thousand of our best seamen and 
soldiers; and the damage received by the enemy is reckoned 
to be somewhat greater than ours. However, they have 
now equipped a numerous fleet, and are just preparing to 
make a descent upon us; and hisimperial majesty, placing 
great confidence in your valor and strength, has commanded 
me to lay this account of his affairs before you.” 


From this history it will be seen that the State 
was in great turmoil upon this question. One 
party contended that, according to an old and an- 
cient edict of the government, the people were 
bound to break their eggs upon the small end. A 


party, however, rose up on the other side, and | 


declared that, upon a more ancient law still—the 
law of custom—the people had the right to break 
their eggs upon the big end. The controversy was 
called the Big-Endian, and the Little-Endian con- 
troversy. [tis said, in this history, that eleven 
thousand persons fell, because they would not re- 


linquish the right of breaking the egg upon the 
small end. . 
It strikes me that the difference between the 


“Hards’’ and the ‘‘Softs”’ is simply this—they 
want to stone the President to death, and the 
question is, is he a hard egg or a soft egg? 

Mr. WHEELER, (interrupting.) In your 
opinion. 

Mr. SMITH. It is so in my opinion; and I 
hope that the gentleman who promised to make the 
distinction between the ‘*Hards”’ and the **Softs”’ 
will take this opportunity to do it. 
people of the country are interested to know the 


real distinction, and to know who are upon the || 


right side. 


Mr. CUTTING rose to answer the question. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. Will the gen- 
tleman yield me the floor? 

Mr. CUTTING, For what purpose? 

Mr. PERKINS. In order to make a motton 
that the committee rise, and the gentleman can 
take the floor to-morrow. 

Mr. CUTTING. I have now risen, Mr. Chair- 
man, simply for the purpose of responding to the 
invitation extended to me by the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Smiru,] who has just read usa 
passage from Gulliver’s Travels, from which he 
infers that the ‘* Softs,’’ as well as the ** Hards,”’ 
are now endeavoring to stone the President, and 
declares that he cannot distinguish between them. 
There was a period, very recent in the history of 
this country, when gentlemen from the South did 
not need to inquire who, at the North, were the 
** Hards”’ that stood by them, through good report 
and through evil report, at a time when the hurri- 
cane of Free-Soilism was sweeping over the land, 
as had never been seen before, or to profess to be 
ignorant who they were who chewed thdnaatticde, 
at that critical period, true to the constitutional 
rights of the States, true to the South, as the 
South was true to itself. [Great applause.} I ask 
was there any gentleman from a southern State 
who then rose in his place for the purpose of read- 
ing Gulliver’s ‘Travels as a lecture and sneer at 
the North, for the purpose of disparaging those 
true and faithful men who, under circumstances 
that were enough to quail the stoutest heart, stood 
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by the equal rights of the States, and insisted that 
the people of each State and each Territory should 
do what we do at the North—govern themselves, 
and regulate their own domestic affairs and insti- 
tutions in their own way, and according to their 
| own best judgment? 
In the brief time which has elapsed since then, 
has the South already forgotten, now that the 


| danger is over, what that party was, and what | 


were the principles of those who stood by them— 
who nailed their colors to the mast at a time when 
the ship of State appeared to be upon the point of 
settling and sinking? Did they then not know 
who were the Hards? But it seems it has already 
escaped their attention who and what we were, 
and are. I regret it, Mr. Chairman, if the fact 
be so. I would have preferred that this inquiry 
had come from the Representative of a colder 
region. A blow from an enemy can be repelled 
by a blow, but when it is inflicted by what was 
believed to be a friendly hand, it wounds the heart, 
and it ig difficult to heal an injury to that delicate 
and sensitive organ. But it is true that what 
we did in those trying times was not for the pur- 
pose of currying favor with the South. We ad- 


| vocated the principles upon which we planted |! 
ourselves, not for the purpose of gaining favor | 


anywhere, but simply because those principles 
were the principles of State rights, upon which 
we—the Hards—had always stood, which we ad- 
vocated then, and stand by now. ‘The party 
of 1848, to whom allusion has been made, is a 
party well known even in New Hampshire, 
where, at one period, many of its present 
so-called ‘*leaders’’ gave way and joined the 
Free-Soil standard. ‘Those of the Democrats 
who have since then made a coalition with the 
Buffalo leaders—they who now form a part and 
| parcel of the Van Buren party in the State of 
New York, who left their own standard, aban- 
doned their own friends, and for the sake of office 
and patronage united with the Free-Soilers—these 
men, who were in 1848 honestly and truly, if you 


please, for General Cass, but who since have de- | 


serted for the purpose of preferment, have coa- 
lesced with the Free-Soilers—they who now sus- 
tain the Administration in New York, and the 
Cabinet of General Pierce—these are the men 
who are called ‘‘ Softs.’? Does the gentleman 
from Alabama begin to perceive the difference be- 

| tween the Hards and the Softs? 
The ‘Softs”’ are the men who are led by the 
somewhat celebrated son of a former President of 
the United States; they are the men into whose 


scale the influence of the sword of General Jack- ' 


| son was thrown at the last New York election by 
the legatee to whom it was bequeathed, (the pro- 


i th || prietor of the Union, and public printer;) who 
suppose the 


| threw that sword into the Van Buren scale to make 
weight against the Hards. It was the first time 
that good sword was ever employed in a bad 
| cause, and the first time it ever failed to effect its 
| purpose. That gallant sword, ever before in the 

agin of one of the truest patriots this country has 
| ever seen, was now drawn by its legatee, in order 


| to accomplish the purposes of those who at Buf- | 


falo, in 1848, had assailed the Constitution of the 
| United States, and the good blade proved, for the 


| first time, to be utterly powerless. Now, who are | 
_ the Hards of New York? The men against whom | 


| this weapon was used. 


Is the gentleman from 
| Alabama answered ? 


| Mr. Chairman, in 1844, after Martin Van Buren | 
| had been defeated in 1840, and when he yearned || 


again to be a candidate for the Presidency, Texas | and after General Cass had received the nomina- 


| had applied for admission into the Union. When 
Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Clay came out against the 
doctrine of annexation, the pages of that glorious 
| history will show that we—the Hards—were the 
men who refused to follow Mr. Van Buren, and 
sacrificed our own political preferences for the 
purpose of standing with those who were in favor 
| of the admission of Texas into the Union. This 
difference of sentiment brought about a separation 
of our party, as is well known to those who have 
| read the political history of our State. From the day 
| when Mr. Van Buren took ground for excluding 
| Texas from the United States, from that day the 
| ** Hards’’ of New York determined to go for a 
peneceatin candidate who was in favor of bringing 
| Texas into the Union. The result was, that Mr. 
Van Buren was defeated at Baltimore, and Mr. 
Polk was nominated. 


We, who are called ‘‘ the Hards’’ of New York, 
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| are the men who went into that presidential can- 
| vass with unflinching hearts, without any mental 
reservations; who labored together for the success 
of the Democratic candidates, and gained for them 
the vote of the State of New York; which vote 
| carried Mr. Polk into the presidential chair. 

We, the Hards, are the party which stood up 
for Mr. Polk during his administration, and whose 
support of William L. Marcy obtained for him 
the place of chief of the War Department. Those 
who were in favor of Martin Van Buren as the 
Democratic candidate, and who were opposed in 
heart to Mr. Polk, were dissatisfied; they growled 
and grumbled, and watched for an opportune 
chance to overthrow the Democratic party of the 
country. Does the member from Alabama be- 
gin to remember now who the *‘ the Hards”’ are? 

The Hards are they who in 1848, when the 
elements became convulsed, as far as the oppor- 
tunity was afforded them, stood by their country. 
It will be remembered that in the summer of that 
es two delegations were sent from the State o 

‘ew York to represent that State in the Balti- 

| more Convention. One of these, of that party to 
_ which I belong, was headed by Daniel 8. Dick- 
inson. The other was led by Mr. Cambreleng. 
Gentlemen are now here who were present on 
| that occasion, and can testify whether I correctly 
| state its history. The Committee on Credentials 
reported a resolution requiring that each of the 
delegations should pledge themselves, whatever 
| might be the result, to stand by the decision and 
the action of the convention. Hue you first see 
this ‘*wriggling in and wrigglingout”’ that has been 
| so frequent since. Mr. Dickinson, in behalf of 
| the **Hards,”’ declared that we would abide by the 
action of the convention, whatever it mightbe. But 
; Mr.Cambreleng, representing the Softs, protested 
that they would agree to no such proposition, 
and proclaimed that they would remain open to do 
as they pleased after the action of the convention 
had been announced. 
| Under these circumstances the convention de- 
| termined, or was about to determine, that Mr. 
|| Dickinson and ‘the Hards”’ should take their 
seats as the rightful delegates to the convention. 
The moment it was known that the decision of the 
| convention was, or would be, adverse to the pre- 
| tensions of the Sofits, then they again resorted to 
_the same ‘‘ wriggling in and wriggling out.’ 
| They declared they had not meant to decline sub- 
mitting their claims to the body, and desired to be 
| heard before the convention. The delegates 
| granted their request, and listened to the arguments 
| made on both sides. Then commenced that un- 


| fortunate and disastrous process of temporizing; 


and with probably an honest, but most ill-judged 
| expectation of harmonizing and uniting the action 
| of the Democratic party of the State of Ney York, 

the convention undertook to form a coalition—a 
| coalition of opposite principles—which mustal ways 

fail, always has failed, and will most signally fail 
|now. They resolved to receive into the body the 
| Hards, and the disaffected Van Buren men, as 

equally entitled to favor, and thus neutralized and 
| took away the vote of New York. 

They admitted both of those two sets of dele- 
| gates—the one representing those who afterwards 
| went to Buffalo, and became the chief priests of 
Free-Soilism; and the other, the ‘* Hards,’’ who 
fought them and the Abolitionists to the bitter 
| end. Do you begin to know who the **Hards’’ are 
| now? 

After the convention had proceeded to ballot, 


tion, our same Soft friends, who had “ wriggled 
‘in and wriggled out’’ so often, took up their hats 
| and walked out of the convention, after having 
| been allowed to neutralize and disfranchise the 
| vote of the State of New York! After this auda- 
| cious piece of trickery and effrontery, they went 
| home, called 1 public meeting in the Park of the 
city of New York, denounced the convention that 

had received them, and resolved to hold a con- 
| vention at Utica, in opposition to that held in Bal- 
timore. They accordingly afterwards chose del- 
| egates, and met in Utica, and nominated Martin 
' Van Buren for President, and a respected-Senator 
| from Wisconsin for Vice President. These 
| straight forward, honest, plain-dealing patriots 
| withheld, however, from their candidate for the 


| Vice Presidency any notification of his nomina- 
'| tion, until, finally, after waiting in vain for an offi- 
‘| cial notice, he was compelled to come out in the 





